
 

Western NC Chapter MOAA 
Quarterly Chapter Meeting Minutes 

 Saturday – 16 November 2024 
 Meeting: 12:00 PM – 2:15 PM 
 Kenmure Country Club 
 

Elected: 
Steve Watkins President 
Stacie Litsenberger 1st VP/Programs Chair 
Kevin Ritter 2nd VP/Membership Chair 
Doug Abbotts Treasurer 
Joe Neubert Secretary 
 
Directors: 
Rod Honeycutt US Army Rep 
Herb Mensch US Navy Rep 
Vacant USMC Rep 
Jeff Snyder  USAF Rep 
Jim Steinbaugh At Large Rep 
Kevin Ritter Black Mountain Satellite Chair 
Rod Honeycutt Woodfin Satellite Chair 
John O’Donnell Smokey Mountain Satellite Chair 
Donna Culp Immediate Past President 
 
Appointed Positions: 
Vacant Chaplain 
Rick Deveraux Senior Advisor 
Steve Watkins Newsletter Editor 
Dr. Vivian Wersel Legislative Affairs, Federal 
Tricia Vinson Legislative Affairs, State 
Jeff Snyder JROTC Liaison 
Vacant VA Liaison 
Vacant Spouses Activity Group 
Sharon Woodcock Surviving Spouse Liaison 
 
Steve Watkins called to order the quarterly chapter meeting of the WNC-MOAA at 12:00 
PM. Then the video Presentation of the Colors by the Buncombe County JROTC Unit Color 
Guard, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Steve led the Invocation.  
  
Steve Watkins introduced new members and the guests in attendance.  
Of special note, the honored guest was WW II Veteran and P-47 pilot, Lt. Col (Ret) Ed 
Cottrel of Hendersonville.  
 
Also in attendance was Gary Gresh who gave an inspiring review of his journey from being 
wheelchair bound due to service injuries to return to walking through the use of “internal 
prosthetics” all enabled through the support of Wounded Warriors. He also reflected on the 
outstanding care he received at the Charles George VA Hospital.  
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Guest speaker, COL (Ret) Peter Champagne gave a brief introduction and will later review 
his Veteran Support Program – Unbroken Spirit. 
 
Following a buffet lunch of Chicken Marsala with salad, rice, veggies and desert, Steve 
opening the formal meeting. 
 

1. A quorum was declared by Steve Watkins in accordance with the chapter bylaws. 
2. Steve Watkins reported to the members that the BOD approved a slight dues increase 

for 2025. Doug Abbotts explained that due to inflation, we are now paying more for 
insurance and meeting costs. Any increase in annual dues requires a vote of the 
membership. The BOD is proposed to the membership a rate of $35 annually for 
member renewals and new members. Badges for new members will be optional.  If 
current members renew their membership before January 1, 2025, the cost will be 
$30. Members may pay their dues in advance for up to three years at the $30 per year 
rate. The Surviving spouse rate remains unchanged at $10 per year. Steve Watkins 
asked for a motion from the membership and a second to that motion.  Membership 
voted to unanimously approve the new dues rate. 

Abbotts and Watkins also reported that MOAA HQ is still struggling with the new software to 

handle payments for dues, donations and chapter events. Payments for dues and WNC-

MOAA Chapter events should be made by check sent to: 

WNC-MOAA Chapter 
P.O. Box 1984 
Hendersonville, NC 28793 
 

If paying by credit or debit card, please use this link: 
 www.my.cheddarup.com/c/wnc-moaa-join 
 

3. Reviewed highlights from the October 22, 2024, Board of Directors meeting – minutes 
are posted on wnc-moaa.org website. 

4. Introduced the new WNC-MOAA embroidered shirts and hats. All embroidery is done 
by the local “Stitch In Time” shop. Owner is a long time supporter of Veteran causes. 

5. Early planning for a 2nd annual chapter picnic underway with June 2025 as the 
tentative month for the event.  

 

Presentation by Guest Speaker:  COL (Ret) Peter Champagne  

         Founder and Executive Director of Unbroken Spirit. 

Peter is a WNC-MOAA member and gave an inspiring talk introducing his program to help 
veterans in their “journey toward a better life”. Also discussed how his program pivoted to 
assist in recovery from Hurricane Helene. See attached flyer and further information can be 
obtained at Unbrokenspirit.org or contacting Peter at peter@unbrokenspirit.org. 

 

Officer Reports: 
 

http://www.my.cheddarup.com/c/wnc-moaa-join
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Treasurer: The chapter has received a $2,300 donation from the Charleston area. Plan 
is to use these funds in direct support of Veterans impacted by Helene. 

 
Service Representatives & Satellite Reports: 
 

Army & Woodfin Rep/Satellite:    Nothing to report 

Navy Rep:   Nothing to report 

Marine Corps Rep:  Continuing to look for a representative 

Air Force Rep:    Nothing to report 

At Large Rep:     Nothing to report 

Smoky Mountain Satellite:     Nothing to report 

Black Mountain Satellite: nothing scheduled at this time – if you are interested in being 

active in the Black Mountain satellite contact Kevin Ritter 

 

 

Announcements and updates: 

State Legislative Affairs:   

Department of Military & Veteran Affairs Update BY LTC (R) TRICIA VINSON  

Tricia reviewed the status of state legislation and potential priorities regarding NC Veterans 

and the WNC-MOAA chapter in 2025. Requested any members with inputs to state issues 

contact her. See attached email regarding further information and how to forward your 

feedback 

 

Surviving Spouse Liaison:  

Sharon updated the group regarding planning for a March 2025 informational meeting 

regarding preparing for the loss of a Military Spouse. 

 

 
Chapter involvement partnership updates: 

 

Veterans Restoration Quarters (VRQ):  

Jeff Snyder provided an update on the VRQ which was sustained significant damage 

from 8 feet of flood water from Helene. All of the resident veterans have been relocated 

to a nearby Quality Inn with 3 meals/day being supplied by World Kitchen.  

The facility is currently 100% shutdown and being cleaned and demo’d by Team 

Rubicon. It will then be rebuilt/renovated with target reopening Nov 2025. 
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Jeff is currently working to develop options for support during this period and will 

communicate once defined. 

 

Wreaths Across America: 

Due to the impacts from Helene, donations for wreaths are down significantly from prior 

years. Five Cemeteries located in WNC are supported by this program. Please consider 

donating and/or volunteering on DEC 14 to place wreaths. 

 

 

Steve Watkins adjourned the meeting at 2:05 pm. 
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Attachments: 

1. UNBROKEN SPIRIT brochure 

2. Email regarding legislative priorities  

 
Minutes submitted by: Joe Neubert – Secretary 
 
Minutes approved by: Steve Watkins – President 
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From: president@wnc-moaa.org 
Date: November 19, 2024 at 12:35:05 PM EST 
To: president@wnc-moaa.org, Steve Watkins <steve_watkins@me.com> 
Subject: Seeking Your Feedback on NC Veteran Legislative Priorities 

Dear WNC-MOAA Chapter Members,   

  

Now is the time to provide your input and voice your opinions on the state legislative issues that the NC MOAA 

Council of Chapters should focus on over the next two years. Your feedback will help us identify and prioritize 

the most pressing needs for North Carolina veterans and their families while ensuring we address state-

specific concerns separate from federal issues. 

  

Below is a list of topics that have already been identified. I encourage you to review these and share your 

thoughts - both on these priorities and any additional issues you believe should be included.   

  

Current Proposed Priorities: 

 

1. Veteran Property Tax Exemptions:   

      Revisiting eligibility criteria for property tax relief based on disability ratings, home value caps, surviving 

spouse qualifications, and other considerations. This has consistently been a top concern for our chapter 

members.   

Veteran property tax exemptions (usually based on percentage of disability rating, but relook eligibility criteria, 

amount of home value/full or partial tax exemption, surviving spouse qualification, age criteria, etc.).  Right now, 

this is currently in WNC-MOAA’s top three again this year. 

  

An example of a suggestion - I spoke with Tricia Vinson (WNC-MOAA State Legislature Affairs rep) about was 

if the legislation won't support changes to the property tax exemption maybe they would support trying to get a 

broader Disabled Veteran Motor Vehicle Tax Exemption through. 

  

2. WNC Veterans Restoration Quarters (VRQ) Rebuild:   

      Supporting the rebuilding efforts for the VRQ in Asheville, which was destroyed during Helene, displacing 

approximately 200 male homeless veterans. Contributions from organizations like Lowe's, Team Rubicon, and 

Veteran’s Bridge Home have jumpstarted this effort, and it remains a critical local priority. WNC-MOAA chapter 

supports the VRQ in many ways. It is also a subset of the Department of Military Veteran Affairs’ (DMVA) 

priorities to support veterans across the state. It can be joined under the DMVA or listed separately. As its own 

priority. 

  

3. Veteran State Homes Program Improvements:   

      Addressing management and funding for the five state-managed homes, including the unexpected closure 

of the Fayetteville home earlier this year. Key areas include How they are managed, what is to be done with the 

home in Fayetteville, how the State home trust is managed, and will the homes be expanded or funds provided 

to veterans to other homes within the state structure can all be under this umbrella.   

  

4. DMVA Budget and Priorities:   

      Veteran Cemetery operational management, VSO support state-wide/salary commiserate with other 

departments, restoring the Veteran Trust Fund to its original purpose, & not general-purpose veteran project 

fund, Veteran cemetery trust fund perpetual care support from the state, and similar needs. 

  

5. Occupational Certification Portability for Military/Veterans/Spouses:   

      Enhancing state-level occupational licensing portability and supporting interstate compacts, which benefit 

active-duty personnel, veterans, and their family’s seeking employment in North Carolina.   

  

6. Defense State Liaison Office (DSLO) Priorities:   

mailto:president@wnc-moaa.org
mailto:president@wnc-moaa.org
mailto:steve_watkins@me.com
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      Supporting initiatives like aligning state laws with federal policies (Title 10 & 38 CFR), Space Force 

recognition, make NC compatible with other states/federal policies for eligibility of benefits. Also includes 

remote driver license & vehicle license. Renewal; military family special needs, military family childcare, military 

interpersonal violence and family antidiscrimination status.   

  

You can find more details on the DSLO's current priorities https://statepolicy.militaryonesource.mil/#priorities-

report.   

  

Share Your Feedback: 

  

Please let me know your thoughts on these issues and suggest any additional topics you feel should be 

included. Your insights are crucial in shaping our advocacy efforts and ensuring we address the needs of our 

members and the broader veteran community.  

  

You can reach out to me directly at president@wnc-moaa.org. I look forward to hearing from you.   

  

Thank you for your continued support and dedication to our mission. Together, we can make a difference for 

North Carolina’s veterans.   

  

Thank you for your support and dedication. 

  

  

Steve 

  

— 

Colonel Steve Watkins, USA, Retired 

  

President 

Western North Carolina Chapter 

Military Officers Association of America 

president@wnc-moaa.org 

608-225-0594 

  

Never Stop Serving 

 

https://statepolicy.militaryonesource.mil/#priorities-report
https://statepolicy.militaryonesource.mil/#priorities-report
mailto:president@wnc-moaa.org
mailto:president@wnc-moaa.org

