Western North Carolina Military Officers

Winter Newsletter

.. . 2023
Association of America

An Affiliate Chapter of the Military Officers Association of America

Save the Dates

2023

BOD Mtgs. Chapter Mtgs.

2023 2023

January 21 February 18

April 15 May 13

July 15 August 19

October 21 November 18

The Western North Carolina Military
Officers Association (WNC MOAA) is
an affiliate chapter of National
MOAA, is nonprofit and politically
nonpartisan.

Board of Directors and Chapter

Meetings will be held on Saturdays.

Kenmure Country Club
100 Clubhouse Drive
Flat Rock, NC 28731

Dress Code: Country Club Casual

Registration information for the
February 18th chapter meeting on
page 20 of this newsletter.

Spouses and guests are welcomed
to all Chapter meetings!

Serving together as a board, and as a chapter we all shine!

President’s Remarks

| don’t know about you, but every year | start thinking about what my
new resolutions are going to be. Recalling years past when | started out
with great enthusiasm to get back to the local health fitness center for
yoga, swimming, and other favorites, only to end up stuttering to a hard
stop on everything. This year I've decided to change my mindset and fo-
cus on inspirations. Sounds more motivating, flexible, and forgiving to
me.

Since I've been president of WNC MOAA, I've gratefully discovered inspi-
ration where | least expected. Serving YOU and serving with YOU!.

These mountains are a treasure trove of talent, experience, history, and
community all found in each of us. | haven’t had the opportunity to meet
all our chapter members in person for various reasons, but at one time
or another | have enjoyed the chance to have a chat over the phone with
almost everyone. Better yet, enjoyed visiting some of you in your homes,
and even tour some of our independent living communities.

What strikes me most is how we all share a common bond through our
various military experiences. There’s always something to talk about and
give a unique perspective. | hope that some of you will be inspired to be
a guest speaker at a chapter or satellite meeting. The stories are there.
Don’t be shy.

| understand that for some of our members, getting out and about for
meetings can be a challenge, but know that you aren’t forgotten. Our
BOD will be calling everyone to check-in like we did after in-person
meetings were shelved due to the pandemic. Now we’re back and who
knows, perhaps our chats will spark new inspiration for our chapter.

Thank you for your service, and NEVER STOP SERVING!

Donna Culp, Capt, USAF (Fmr)
President, WNC MOAA



MOAA'’s Core Mission - Legislative Action

The Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) is the nation’s lead-

ing organization protecting the rights of uniformed servicemembers and
their families. MOAA’s constituents proudly hail from every branch of the uniformed services. To them, we have
made the same promise that they have made to their country: Never Stop Serving.

MOAA'’s greatest mission is to improve the lives of those who serve and their families, which is achieved largely
through the tireless advocacy efforts taking place in our nation’s capital. For more than 90 years, MOAA has sup-
ported legislation that benefits the uniformed services community and has remained equally vigilant when fighting
to stop legislation that threatens our livelihood. The larger our numbers, the greater our voice.

Key Advocacy Issues

Legislative Action Center — :
: https://moaa.quorum.us/ :

Take action to protect To Get started:

your pay and benefits!

1) Click on “Action Center
Tutorial.” - Takes 11.25
Min

After completing the
tutorial, now Click on Sign
Up. Even if you have
used the previous Take
Action, that dashboard is
no longer supported. You
need to Sign Up to use

the new dashboard.




MOAA: Western NC MOAA Chapter - Legislative Corner- Federal

As of Jan 3, 2023, the 118" Congress is currently meeting. The Republicans have
the House majority, due to the results of the 2022 mid-term elections. The new
speaker of the House is Kevin McCarthy. (R- CA). However, on the Senate side, the Democrats have the majority.

Besides the Department of Defense, the House and Senate Committee on Veteran Affairs provides abundance of ser-
vices to veterans, retirees, family members and their survivors. Just a very quick overview of the structure of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs: It is structured into three separate administrations; the Veterans Health Administration,
the National Cemetery Administration and the Veterans Benefits Administration otherwise known as the VBA .

Important Assignments:
House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs

Rep. Mike Bost (R-lll.), was confirmed by the Republican conference to serve as the 15th Chairman of the House Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs for the 118th Congress.

Ranking Member: Rep Mark Takano, (D-CA) will serve as the Democratic Chairman of the House Committee of Veter-
an Affairs.

Senate Committee on Veterans’ Affairs

Chairman Jon Tester (D-MT) will continue as the Chairman of the Senate Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. Ranking
Member- Jerry Moran (R-KS)

MOAA

Upcoming: April 25th and 26th, 2023. Advocacy in Action will be live this year, first time since the outbreak of COVID.
No longer will meetings be virtual. This event is held in Washington DC., and provides an opportunity for MOAA mem-
bers to meet with their elected officials to discuss legislative concerns pertaining to military active duty, Veterans, re-
tirees, families and their survivors.

Here is a list of MOAA's Legislative priorities for the 118" Congress (MOAA.org):

Detailed information is available on the MOAA web page {Advocacy).

Compensation and Service-Earned Benefits
Military Housing
Health Care for Currently Serving and Retirees

Health Care and Benefits for Veterans
Dr. Vivianne Cisneros Wersel

WNC MOAA Federal Legislative Affairs
National MOAA Surviving Spouses Advisory Board

Service Families
Survivors

Guard and Reserve NC Council of Chapters Surviving Spouse Liaison

MOAA IN ACTION: MAJOR LEGISLATIVE ACCOMPLISHMENTS - CHECK IT OUT!
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MOAA engages with Congress on all manner of issues related to the uniformed services
community. These efforts can include collaboration with other like-minded organiza-
tions and with The Military Coalition. We also rely heavily on our members who make
their voices heard by contacting lawmakers via MOAA’s Legislative Action Center, by

participating in our annual signature advocacy event, and through local efforts at
the chapter and council level.



https://moaa.quorum.us/
https://www.moaa.org/content/chapters-and-councils/chapters-and-councils/

MOAA Advocacy Hot Topics - Action ltems

Tell Congress You Oppose TRICARE for Life Fees

19343 actions taken 657 needed to reach next goal

A recent Congressional Budget Office report includes two proposals among its options to cut the deficit that would increase costs for seniors
using the TRICARE for Life (TFL) benefit. Although these are just concepts, not legislation, it's important to let Congress know we strongly
oppose any plans to reduce the earned TFL benefit.

Share Your Story: Impact of TRICARE Pharmacy Network Changes

397 actions taken 3 needed to reach next goal

We want to hear from MOAA members who will lose access to their community pharmacy. Your feedback is vital to our advocacy with DoD
leaders and on Capitol Hill as we continue our fight to preserve and improve the military health care benefit.

In your response, please consider sharing the following details:
* Do you use the community pharmacy for ongoing maintenance medications, occasional acute medications, or both?

* How far will you have to travel to reach an alternative TRICARE network pharmacy?
* Whatis your ZIP code?

On behalf of the 350,000 members of the Military Officers Association of America, thank you for taking action on this important issue!

Urge Your Legislators to Support Concurrent Receipt

4028 actions taken 972 needed to reach next goal

It's the start of a new Congress, and any legislation not signed into law during the previous Congress will need to be reintroduced. So contact
your representative and senators and urge them to support the Major Richard Star Act, which would authorize combat-injured veterans to
receive their full DoD retirement pay earned for years of service and their full VA disability compensation for lifelong injury.

Currently, these combat-injured (and often seriously disabled) veterans are subject to a cost-saving offset where their retirement pay is
reduced for every dollar of VA disability received. To reduce earned retirement pay because of a combat disability is an injustice; the
compensation for these injured veterans is not the place to achieve savings.

Ask Your Lawmakers to Support the Expanding America's National
Cemetery Act

1584 actions taken 416 needed to reach next goal

Along-term legislative solution will preserve burial with full military honors for countless elderly and women veterans who could lose that
earned henefit - but only if MOAA members and others encourage their lawmakers to act. Qutreach to your elected officials, especially your
two senators, will help improve the chances for the Expanding America’s National Cemetery Act to be included in the FY 2023 NDAA.

To take action go to https://moaa.quorum.us/




As you all know, we have survived the November 2022
elections for the State Senate and House as well as some
minor district realignments due to remapping. The result
of the elections saw us have the following changes by
Dis-trict for the Senate and House:

The 5 State Senate seats:

District 46: State Senator Warren Daniel picked up part
of Buncombe County in the remapping and is now includ-
ed in our WNC chapter boundaries. Senator Daniel is a
seven-term senator and was re-elected.

District 47: State Senator Ralph Hise was re-elected.

District 48: State Senator Chuck Edwards did not run for
re-election to District 11. Instead, he ran for the U.S.

House seat, NC 11" and was elected to replace Rep.
Mad-ison Cawthorn. The new State Senator for District
48 is Senator Timothy Moffitt.

District 49: State Senator Julie Mayfield was re-elected to
District 49.

District 50: State Senator Kevin Corbin was re-elected to
District 50.

The 10 State Representative seats:
District 85: Representative Dudley Greene was reelected.

District 112: is no longer within our chapter boundaries
and will be covered by a different MOAA chapter.

District 113: Representative Jake Johnson was re-elected.

District 114: Representative J. Eric Ager was elected to
replace Representative Caleb Rudow who ran for District
116 and won.

District 115: Representative Lindsey Prather was elected
to replace the retiring Representative John Ager, father
of J. Eric Ager of District 114.

District 116: Representative Caleb Rudow switched from
District 114 and was elected to District 116, replacing the
retiring Representative Brian Turner.

District 117: Representative Jennifer Balkcom was elect-
ed, replacing Representative Timothy Moffitt who was
elected to District 48 State Senate seat.

District 118: Representative Mark Pless was re-elected.

District 119: Representative Mike Clampitt was reelected.
District 120: Representative Karl Gillespie was reelected.

LTC (Ret.) Tricia Vinson and Col (Ret.) Michael Padgett
sent congratulatory notes to all the above, with a
comment in the note that we would send the WNC
MOAA State Legislative priorities approved by WNC
MOAA for the 2023 long legislative session as well as the
short 2024 legislative session. The upcoming 2023
general assembly long session officially began on 25
January. LTC (Ret.) Tricia Vinson and Col (Ret.) Michael
Padgett sent the three approved legislative priorities to
all the State Senators and State Representatives above in
January 2023. Our chapter state legislative priorities
align with both our NC Veteran’s Council (NCVC) and our
state level MOAA priorities. We are all working in concert
on these same priorities to ensure the greatest possibility
to meet our legislative goals.

The three approved WNC-MOAA legislative priorities for
2023 and 2024 were as follows:

1. Continued support for NC DMVA funding (currently
focused on tech language that is preventing veteran
cemeteries from using already approved funding)

2. Continued efforts supporting licensing compacts
and portability (at this point, efforts to reduce
licensing documentation or provide temporary
permits until full documentation can be confirmed).

3. Support efforts to improve NC property tax laws for
veterans/disabled veterans.

All three priorities above were the result of significant
work by LTC (Ret.) Tricia Vinson with State and DoD
Veteran offices located in NC. We will meet with State
Senators and Representatives when/if they request.
Otherwise we have already been getting back positive
responses from our legislators so our advocacy is
providing visibility.

Military and Veteran License Plates

https://www.milvets.nc.gov/benefits-services/military-and-veteran-license-plates

Disabled Veteran—Issuable to a veteran with a 100% service-connected rating (100% schedular) or with Individual Unemploy-
ability (IU). P&T is NOT a requirement. * A temporary 100% convalescent rating does not entitle the veteran to this plate.

Partially Disabled—Issuable to a veteran who suffered a service-connected disability of less than 100%. Does not have to be a

compensable rating.




Directions to the AB Tech Community College, Conference Center:

Interstate 40 E & W Exit 50 follow signs to AB Tech heading to Biltmore Ave.
Interstate 26 East from TN. to |-240 West to Exit 3B, follow signs to AB Tech heading to Biltmore Ave.
Interstate 26 West from SC to 40 East, Exit 50 follow signs to AB Tech heading to Biltmore Ave.

Coming off of Biltmore Ave: Turn RIGHT [if headed south) or LEFT [if headed north] onto Hospital Drive

At the first light, make a LEFT onto Victoria Road

Go straight through the 2 traffic lights at the top of the hill [Mission Hospital entrance on the left)

Go past the A-B Tech signs for Roberson Building [on right), Hemlock Building [on right) and Smith McDowell House [on right)
Just past the Smith McDowell House, make a RIGHT, at the traffic light, onto Fernihurst Drive

Go up the hill and the Conference Center will be in front of you

Go past the Conference Center and park either in the parking garage or the lot adjacent to the entrance of the garage

Exit the parking garage on the Conference Center side, or walk up from the lot between the Conference Center and the parking
garage [go towards the red sign sign for AB Tech Police].

Under the covered walkaway are 2 double doors; enter the doors on the right

Coming off of Meadow Road: Turn LEFT onto Victoria Road, just over the railroad bridge.

Once you are on campus, make the 4th LEFT, onto Fernihurst Drive.

Go up the hill and the Conference Center will be in front of you.

Go past the Conference Center and park either in the parking garage or the lot adjacent to the entrance of the garage

Exit the parking garage on the Conference Center side, or walk up from the lot between the Conference Center and the parking
garage [go towards the red sign sign for AB Tech Police

Under the covered walkaway are 2 double doors; enter the doors on the right

AB Tech Asheville Conference Center 16 Fernihurst Drive, Asheville, NC, Conference Center Information: [828) 398-7901




For the State select “North Carolina”.

Click “Next”.

Click “Finish” .

On the next page complete all of your information and then Click “Next”.
If you are paying for Chapter Activities enter the cost of the activity in Donation Amount field.

Enter your Payment Information and Billing Information.

MOAA Website Offers
Way to Join A Chapter - Pay Chapter Dues
Make Donations

If you like paying for things electronically and don’t
like writing checks, you can now pay for your WNC-
MOAA Chapter items online.

You can do the following all online: make a DONATION
to the Chapter’s Operating Expenses; you can PAY your
Annual Membership Dues; and you can even PAY for
Chapter Activities (i.e. Quarterly General Membership
Meetings).

Go to https://chapterdues.moaa.org/
Membership.aspx

Select “Renew” if you are renewing your dues or “Donate” if you would like to pay for Chapter Activities, such as our
Quarterly Membership Meeting, or if you would like to donate to the Chapter’s Operating Expenses.

For the Chapter select “Western North Carolina Chapter, MOAA" .

Submitted by Steve Watkins
WNC MOAA Chair of Programs

WNC MOAA Board of Directors and Officers

President Donna Culp, Capt, USAF (Fmr)
Immediate Past President Deceased

1st Vice President Steve Watkins, COL, USA (Ret)
2nd Vice President Kevin Ritter, CDR, USN (Ret)
Secretary Robert “Bob” Rebscher, Capt, USMC (Ret)

Treasurer Michael “Mike” Pomponio, LTC, USAR
(Ret)

US Army Rep. Rodney “Rod” Honeycutt, COL. USA
(Ret)

US Navy Rep. George “Herb” Mensch, CAPT, USN
(Ret)

USMC Rep. Robert “Bob” Rebscher, Capt, USMC
(Ret)

USAF Rep. Jeffrey “Jeff” Snyder, Col., USAF (Ret)
At Large Rep. Jim Steinbaugh, CAPT, USN (Ret)

2021—2023

Membership Chair Kevin Ritter, CDR, USN (Ret)
Programs Chair Steve Watkins, COL, USA (Ret)
Chaplain Jerry Beschta, CDR, USN (Ret)
Senior Advisor Rick Deveraux, Maj Gen, USAF, (Ret.)
Newsletter Editor Donna Culp, Capt, USAF (Fmr)
JROTC Liaison Jeffrey “Jeff” Snyder, Col, USAF (Ret)
Legislative Affairs - Federal Dr. Vivianne Wersel, Au.D.
Legislative Affairs - State Michael Padgett, COL, USA (Ret)
Patricia Vinson, LTC, USA (Ret)
VA Liaisons Ed Couser, Lt Col, USAFR (Ret)
Dr. Vivianne Wersel, Au.D.

Surviving Spouse Liaison Ramona Ritter
Webmasters John Culp, LTC, USA (Ret)

Steve Watkins, COL, USA (Ret)
Spouses Activity Group (SAG) Ginny Cisneros



https://chapterdues.moaa.org/Membership.aspx
https://chapterdues.moaa.org/Membership.aspx




Honoring and Remembering Our Veterans with Flags

Twice a year Black Mountain Veterans Cemetery prepares for Memorial
Day, and Veterans Day with bundles of American flags that are to be
placed on the graves. Typically a call goes out to all the veterans service
organizations, JROTC units, and Scout groups, and anyone who wants to
pitch in to help.

Setting the flags is easy, and can be accomplished along side an old
friend, a new friend, or by yourself. As you get going a certain rhythm to
the task sort of develops and before you know it the job is done. And
like similar projects it’s true that many hands make light work. Once all
the flags are in place it makes for an impressive sight from the road and
a positive sense of accomplishment.

Mark your calendars before Memorial Day
and Veterans Day to be ready for the notice
with details for placing American flags at
Black Mountain Veterans Cemetery, or a
veterans cemetery near you.

Donna Culp

John Culp placing flags and
taking in the information
about the veteran being
honored.

Mike Halus recruited
friend and neighbor
James Bohrer to help
place flags.

BMVC staff are at the ready to replenish

volunteers with flags as needed.

o




Going From Dog Tags to Name Tags Ever wonder why you haven’t received your WNC MOAA name tags?

Name tags are made when a MOAA member joins WNC MOAA. The initial
join fee includes the name tag of the new member and their spouse, or
significant family member as indicated on the join form.

Encouraging the opportunity to meet our new members in person, new
name tags are available to pick up at the registration table when attend-
ing their first chapter meeting.

If you are in a Zip code west of Buncombe County, that puts you in the
area that is covered by the Smoky Mountain Satellite (SMS). We will ar-
range to bring name tags of our newest members who, for geographical
convenience, prefer to pick up your name tags at one of the SMS
meetings.

If that’s still a stretch, let us know and we’ll get you sorted out.

Donna Culp, President, WNC MOAA

https://wnc-moaa.org/directory/?tp=Chapter%200fficers

WNC MOAA Affiliate Satellites

Groups of MOAA members may organize satellite units, rather than a full chapter, when

the travel distance to their closest chapter is impractical and/or there are insufficient
resources to run a chapter. The satellite is an affiliate of an existing chapter. Satellite mem-
bers pay dues to the host chapter, and the host chapter in turn is expected to share some of
the money collected with its satellite for program expenses.

All that MOAA requires to stand up a satellite is for an interested group to decide on a central location within a spe-
cific Zip code. One person (preferably two) to chair the satellite and a minimum of ten chapter members in that Zip
code and surrounding Zip codes sign a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU), and the host chapter brokers the pe-
tition to national MOAA to become a satellite.

Stand by: Under construction will be the revitalization of Black Mountain Satellite, and a prospective standup of a
satellite in Weaverville. Dates and venues to be announced for “Meet & Greet Mixers” as soon as Kevin Ritter (Black
Mountain), and Rod Honeycutt (Weaverville) have the details to pass along.

Smoky Mountain Satellite (SMS) (Craig Love) continues to welcome newcomers who live west of Buncombe County.

The best part of chairing a satellite is that you don’t have to stand up a separate BOD. All the heavy lifting is done by
the chapter BOD. Satellite chairs have a seat at the BOD table, and the rest is up to the satellite. - Donna Culp

Ref: MOAA Council and Chapter Policies and Procedures Guide 2020 - Satellites

WNC MOAA Smoky Mountain Satellite (SMS)

Stand by for information about the next SMS meeting.
Craig Love

Chair of Smoky Mountain Satellite
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Grateful Appreciation— WNC MOAA Proudly Supports Organizations Who Support

Our Veterans in Western North Carolina

In support of the 637 patients in the care of

the CGVAMC, WNC MOAA VA Rep., Ed

Couser presents CGVAMC Voluntary Ser-
vices Director, Vick Eatmon, with a check

for $1,095 for the Christmas Fund from the
money collected at our annual (this year
hybrid) Holiday Drive-thru which was con-
ducted at our November chapter meeting.
In addition to this, WNC MOAA BOD ap-

proved a chapter donation of $1,000.

Emmett Casciato, Founder & Cura-
tor of the Veterans History Muse-
um of the Carolinas, receives a do-
nation of $1,000 from WNC MOAA
President Donna Culp on behalf of
WNC MOAA BOD in support of the
museum’s expansion.

WNC MOAA President, Donna Culp,
on behalf of WNC MOAA, presents a
check for $1,000 to David McCracken,
Vet Smiles Foundation, and Dr. Bob
Manga, Director, ECU School of Dental
Medicine, Sylva, in support of the
2022 Annual Smiles for Vets day at
the Sylva clinic. On November 18th
the clinic served 83 veterans who re-
ceived $59,766 in dental procedures.

Special Liberty Project, Founder
& Executive Director, Jessica
Merritt, receives WNC MOAA
donation of $1,000 that sup-
ports the Mini Acts of Kindness
Program (miniature horses vis-
iting veterans in assisted living
facility), and two healing work-

The WNC MOAA Board of Directors
thanks all our chapter members for your
gracious donations, and annual dues that
not only support our chapter, but also
enables us to support Western North
Carolina veterans and their families
through these organizations.

Donna Culp, Capt. USAF (Fmr)
President, WNC MOAA

“Never doubt that a small group of
thoughtful committed citizens can
change the world: indeed, it’s the only
thing that ever has.” - Margaret Mead

shops for military widows first
wellness retreat scheduled for
March 2023.

North Carolina

Four Seasons Foundation Executive
Director, Paige Wheeler, and Stepha-
nie Wilson, Director of Development,
and John Knapp, Four Seasons BOD,
graciously accepted the WNC MOAA
contribution of $1,000 for the Four
Seasons Blazey Veterans Endowment.
This support ensures the continuation
of quality palliative and hospice care
for veterans regardless of their ability
to pay.

CGVAMC expresses appreciation for the WNC MOAA donation of
$1,000 to WCC— PAWS program at CGVAMOC, in support of the

program helping heal our veterans 4 paws at a time.

o Buncombe County Veterans Treatment Court, Asheville

[

Warrior
Canine

Connection

o Charles George VA Medical Center, Asheville

Warrior Canine Connection enlists recovering Warriors in a therapeutic
mission of learning to train service dogs for their fellow Veterans.




WNC MOAA Standing With Ukraine

As the war in Ukraine rages on, the needs of Ukraine and her people remain and expands. Meeting these needs are NGO'’s
WNC MOAA is personally connected with. To learn more about the mission and work that is ongoing, take a minute to visit
each of the websites and consider supporting the work that Ukrainians benefit from. Everything from refugee support, to
making homes and communities safe from remnants of war (unexploded ordnance).

Moldova World Children’s Fund (MWCF)

Since the onset of the war, Moldova has received more Ukrainian refugees per capita than all the other
neighboring countries. MWCF has been there providing refugee centers, meeting the needs of children from
infancy to school age including food, shelter, clothing, and remote online classrooms. Mothers are grateful,
and pitch in where needed. For more information go to https://moldovawcf.org/

Bomb Techs Without Borders (BTWOB)

BTWOB is working with Ukrainian partners to eliminate causalities caused by landmines and explosive
remnants of war by providing:

To mail donations:  BTWOB Headquarters

255 Red Rock Way

New Mailing Address 201H '
explosive-contamination-in-ukraine San Francisco, CA 94131

To learn more go to: https://

www.btwob.org/updates/understanding-

Iue/ Yellow for Ukraine Specializing in providing frontline support to Ukraine since the Russian invasion of

2014, Blue/Yellow’s own team ensures every item of equipment makes it to the
units most in need. Everything from vehicles and helmets, to body armor, and now
winter gear, is continually being provided. For more information visit:

https://www.facebook.com/
FOBlueYellowUkraineUSAorg/




Charles George VA Medical Center and
Community Based Outpatient Clinics (CBOCs)

4 Services Have Name Changes:

Telehealth Service is now Connected Care Service
Medicine Service is now Specialty Care Service

VA Community Care is now Community Care Service
Surgery Service is now Surgical Care Service

Audiology Service Moving December 1:

The Audiology service will be transitioning its operations from B-70 back to the main clinic starting December 1st.
Starting December 12th Audiology service will no longer be in building 70. All Audiology services will be in the main
Audiology clinic.

PACT ACT Toxic Exposure Screening:

As of November 8th the VA began screening all Veterans enrolled in VA health care for toxic exposures and will contin-
ue to do so at least once every five years. The toxic exposure screening is a quick, five-to-ten-minute interview to iden-
tify and document any potential exposures to toxins during military service. Veterans with exposure concerns may be
connected to information about benefits, registry exams, and clinical resources.

Contact Numbers that are known so far:

e 1-800-698-2411 #8 then #1 Prerecorded updated information for PACT ACT. No live person.
o 1-877-222-8387 #1 Health Eligibility Center Enrollment and Eligibility call center

e 1-800-827-1000 VBA Call Center

The online registry for burn pit is required. Currently there are no other options. Here are some tips that the
CGVA staff have gleaned on the registry. There is an email group.

e DS Logon issues (registrant unable to log into Registry) - DMDC Help Desk: 800-477-8227 (technical sup-
port) - DS logon Support: 1-800-368-3665 (DEERS, CAC, Identity Proofing, DSL Account Information)

Correcting Deployments
Walkthroughs via phone or screenshare

Instruct registrant to reach out directly to email group: vaburnpiter@va.gov for further assistance.

Issues the above email group can assist with: eligibility, correcting deployments, incorrect name shown,

various site errors, etc.
CBOC Update:
Physical Therapy is now being offered at all three of our CBOCs.

Oncology services have begun at Rutherford County, and there is a plan to bring Chiropractic Care to Hickory.




Thank you for supporting the 2022
Wreaths Across America Event

Black Mountain Veterans Cemetery
Over 3,400 Wreaths laid

About half of all the graves were

decorated

Rod Honeycutt (L) and WNC

MOAA POC for WAA at BMVC,

Joyce Jolly, taking a break .
Greenhill Cemetery

100 volunteers laid 700
wreaths with the assistance
of the JROTC Unit from
Tuscola HS and the Patriot
Guard from Western North
Carolina .

Highlands Cemeteries laid

approximately 560 wreaths.

14




Treasurer’s Report submitted by Mike Pomponio:

WNC MOAA— EOY Cash Flow 2022

2022
WNC MOAA 2022 CASH FLOW 12/31/2022
INCOME
Membersip Dues S 3,704
Miscellanous Income & Donations S 190
May 21 Qterly Meeting $ 1,713
August 21 Chapter Meeting $ 1,110
November 15 Chapter Meeting S 1,265
JROTC Meeting Collection S 118
MNational MOAA Mixer Donation S 50
Badges S 30
Advertising S 110
VA Membership Christmas Collection S 1,090
Prior Years Surplus $ 4,827
Total Income $ 14,207
EXPENSES
NCCOC
NCCOC MOAA Dues 3 228
BCVC S 50
Chapter President Travel S 471
USAA Mixer Grant
Haywood Veterans Council S 25
Admininistration
Bank Fees S 6
Liability Insurance 5 323
Postage & Printing S 120
Post Office Box 5 146
Web Hosting S 160
Virtual Meetings - ZOOM
ROTC Awards S 402
New WNCMOAA Portable Signs
Legislative Affairs Travel Exp
WNC Meeting Flag Portability
Speaker Gift 11/19/2022 3 173
Aprons 3 98
Contingincy Funds
Donations
Frank Blazy (Four Seasons Foundation) S 1,000
K9 Warriars 3 1,000
Liberty Project S 1,000
. Veterans Museum 3 1,000
Hails and Farewells va YT
Vet Smiles s 1,000
Chapter Meetings
. May 21 Qtrly Meeting s 1,960
Halls Fa rewe"s August 21 Chapter Meeting S 1,245
November 19 Chapter Meeting S 1,485
Badges S 180
Mark S. Nault, CDR USN (Ret) - Pete Armstrong, LTC USA Total Expenses S 14,207
Spouse; Ann Bank Balance 12/31/2022 $9,385

Bruce MacDonald, LCDR USN
(Fmr)

Robert Johnson, MAJ USA (Ret) -
Spouse: Pam

(Ret)

TAPS

Daniel Joseph Lepore, LCDR
USN (Ret) Surviving Spouse,
Patricia

Mike Pomponio
WNC MOAA Treasurer
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NEVER STOP SERVING ... CHAPTER INVOLVEMENT OPPORTUNITIES

We Honor Veterans - Since November 2014, WNC MOAA, in partnership with Four Seasons
Hospice, has honored over 873 veterans with special pinning ceremonies to salute veter-
ans in hospice care and thank them for their service. To learn more and get involved, con-
tact John Knapp, 828-702-3317 j.knapp4@att.net

VRQ - The chapter continues to serve our area’s homeless veterans by providing a lunch prep/

serve crew on the 4th Wednesday of every month at the Veterans Restoration Quarters (VRQ).

We also provide the 5th Wednesday lunch crew in applicable months. The VRQ is a converted mo-
Veterans tel that provides shelter, counseling, and vocational training for the area’s homeless veterans.
Chapter members arrive at 9:30 to prepare for the lunch meal then, at 12:00, serve the meal to
the residents of the Veteran’s Restoration Quarters. The VRQ staff has been very diligent in imple-
menting COVID safety protocols to ensure all volunteers work in a safe environment. The chapter

(VRQ) is very proud to have been serving our area’s veterans with this effort since 2015. If you would be
interested in joining our crew, please contact the chapter’s VRQ volunteer coordinator, Jeff

Snyder, jsnyder243@aol.com.

Restoration
Quarters

Blue Ridge Honor Flight transports American veterans to Washington, DC 2-3 times each year to “visit
memorials dedicated to honor their service and the sacrifices of themselves and their friends.” Return-
ing to the skies after 2 1/2 years of being grounded due to the pandemic, BRF is back in full swing. There
are opportunities to donate, as well as learn more about applying as an honoree, guardian, or volun-
teer. For more information, contact Rick Devereaux, 828-772-6023 rickdevereauxl@gmail.com or
www.blueridgehonorflight.com Next flight: April 29th, 2023

JROTC — Active in 17 high schools throughout WNC, JROTC is supported by WNC MOAA with annual MOAA Lead-
-| ership awards for rising Seniors. When group gatherings can resume, volunteers will be needed to present the

awards. Until then, stand-by-to-stand-by. For more information, contact Jeff Snyder, 828-684-2359
jsnyder243@aol.com

Veteran Smiles Foundation (VSF) is dedicated to helping veterans find their dental home all across
North Carolina. Continuing the relationship with ECU Dental School of Medicine as established with
the Sylva Community Service Learning Center (CSLC), the plan is to systematically establish Vet Smiles

WNC MOAA continues its partnership with the Sylva clinic and coordinates efforts with VSF and NC
Serves to to help identify veterans in need of dental care and a dental home for continuity of care.
The Chapter contributes to the financial sponsorship of veterans enrolled in the program. For more
information, contact, David McCracken, 984-233-3350, davide@vetsmiles.org

Helping with State Level Legislative Affairs is an opportunity to reconnect with your civic side
and connect with North Carolina lawmakers on issues that are key talking points by the MOAA
NC Council of Chapters. If you already have a relationship established with individual legislators
or the 4 Senators and 10 Representatives, please contact WNC MOAA State Legislative Affairs
Chair, Michael Padgett at sopadgett@aol.com

The mission of the Veterans History Museum of the Carolinas is to honor our nation’s veterans, to
educate the public about our country’s military history and the contribution of our servicemembers,
and to preserve important and unique historic artifacts. The Museum reflects a love of country and
gratitude to those who serve it by remembering and celebrating their service. A world-class museum
and great destination for visitors. For more information: WNC MOAA Museum POC: Duke Woodhull
dukewhoodhull@gmail.com Or go to: https://theveteransmuseum.org/
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MOAA:

Change address, update contact information, join,
renew, or upgrade membership:

Call the Member Service Center at:
(800) 234-6622 or (703) 549-2311
OR
e-mail msc@moaa.org
OR
update your membership information online AND
pay chapter dues by credit card while you’re at it.

WNC MOAA:
Use the Join Form included in this newsletter to
change address, update contact information, join,
https://www.veteranscrisisline.net/ or renew. If paying by check please mail to:
PO Box 1984, Hendersonville, NC 28793

OR
“contact us” via the web https://www.wnc-moaa.org/

https://www.taps.org/mission

TAPS 24/7 National Military Survivor Helpline is always

available toll-free with loving support and resources at
800-959-TAPS (8277)

The Latest on COVID In WNC

Stay up to date regarding COVID, vaccines,
boosters, and how we’re doing in WNC .

Dr. Mark Jaben, Medical Director for
Haywood County provides weekly updates,
which are found on the WNC MOAA website.

https://www.wnc-moaa.org/covid-

19information/

Thank you Dr. Yaben!
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A New Year — Annual
WNC MOAA Chapter
Dues are due January

1st to NLT March 1st!




THE LARGER OUR NUMBERS,
THE GREATER YOUR VOICE.

Why WNC-MOAA chapter membership matters.

|

WNC-MOAA CHAPTER & MOAA MEMBERSHIP ENROLLMENT FORM

Name Western North Carolina

Rank Branch of Service Chapter membership
DActive DRetired DFormer DReserve DNationaI Guard DSurviving Spouse of MOAA

Address Chapter Dues are due

City State zIP January 1

Date of birth Email Phone (No Later Than March 1)

(To ensure deliverability of MOAA communications, please provide a personal email address.)
Are youa MOAA member? DYes D No D Unknown
MOAA Member Number (ifknown)

Spouse's information
Spouse's name

Spouse's email Spouse's phone

Is your spouse a MOAA member or eligible to be a MOAA member? DYeS D No

Member
$45 - New Member
(includes Spouse)

$30 - Renew

Surviving Spouse

$25 - New
Nota MOAA natic?nal member yet? Check here to receivea D BASIC $10 - Renew
BASIC Membershipatno costtoyou.
And, foronly $4 a month,youcanupgrade to PREMIUM membership, giving
you immediateaccesstoa fullspectrumofcareerandfinancialresources, Name Badges
exclusive publications, collegescholarshipsfordependents,andcountless (Badges are Magnet type only)
discountson products and travel. Visit moaa.org/join to learn more. One n;me badge ti)s inﬁluded
with new memberships

HowdidyouhearaboutMOAAChapterinvolvement?

Additional/Replacement
Are you a member of any other MOAA Chapter(s)? |:|Yes DNO

Badges - $15 each
Badge Name(s):

If yes, which one(s)?

To complete enrollment:

* Fillin this form on your computer, save it, and e-mail it to vp1@wnc-moaa.org
as an attachment or

* Print it and fill it and mail it to:

. If you have any questions,
WNC'MOAA, PO BOX 1984, Hendel'SOﬂVI”e, NC 28793 or please contact Steve Watk|ns
Scan it and e-mail it to vp1@wnc-moaa.org at: vpl@wnc-moaa.org or call

» Go to wnc-moaa.org for more information about our Chapter. or text 608-225-0594

You will be opted in to receive e-communications from MOAA and your local chapter. You will be able tooptoutof
any furthere-communications atany time. MOAAwillnotsell or share personalinformation. Clear Form
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Join us for a Luncheon!

Saturday, February 18, 2023

Location: Kenmure Country Club
100 Clubhouse Dr.
Flat Rock, NC 28731

Meeting / Lunch Registration: 11:00 AM Check-in / Social - 12:00 PM Lunch / Program
RSVP DEADLINE: to Steve Watkins, vp1@wnc-moaa.org NLT Monday, February 13, 2023

Payment must be received NLT Wednesday, February 15, 2023

Pay Online using Donation to the North Carolina - Western North Carolina Chapter at
https://chapterdues.moaa.org/Membership.aspx

or

Mail Checks and registration to:

WNC MOAA
P.O. Box 1984
Hendersonville, NC 28793

Make checks payable to: WNC MOAA; Enclosed is my check for meal (s) at $30 per person.
| / we plan on attending the WNC MOAA General Chapter Meeting on Saturday, February 18th, 2023

Name: Guest:

Phone #: E-mail:

Click here to Email your RSVP

Dress code: Country Club Casual — Relaxed attire. Collared shirts required for gentlemen but not jackets. Men in
collared shirts, polo tops, and slacks and women in simple blouses, fitted trousers, skirts, and dresses.

PARKING INSTRUCTIONS: Once through the gate, follow signs to Clubhouse, turn right at the Welcome sign to park
in either of the parking lots, a shuttle will take you to the Clubhouse. If passenger drop off is required, DO NOT turn
at the Welcome sign, proceed to the next right to cross the bridge, and proceed to the front of the Clubhouse. You
may drop passenger at the ramp or proceed to the portico and drop them at the main entrance.

Guest Speaker: Jeff Miller

Many of you might know Jeff, a Hendersonville native,
and Earl Morse co-founded The Honor Flight Network
(HFN) in 2007. Since then the HFN has flown over 260,000
Veterans to-date.

Topics
History of the Honor Flight Program
The Blue Ridge Honor Flight
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