WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA CHAPTER
MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA, Inc.
Summer 2013/August
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Have we had enough rain since January 1st? Hopefully, sunshine will prevail soon. Remember the Friday
August 16th meeting is our Barbeque Cook Out at the Hendersonville Country Club, with Social hour and
Check-in starting at 1600 hours.
Representative Mark Meadows will speak at this meeting and bring us the latest from Washington. All of us
wonder just what is going on up on the hill. Let’s hear from a man who works there! There will be ample
time for questions as we share our concerns with our Representative from North Carolina’s 11th Congressional District.
On July 10th your Board of Directors met at the NC State Veterans Nursing Home in Black Mountain and
helped prepare lunch by grilling hamburgers and hot dogs for the 62 Veterans living in the home. We along
with our Black Mountain Satellite Chapter members visited with the veterans then toured the new facility.
Our Chapter is committed to help this new facility by many of our members volunteering their time and talent to assist these Veterans transitioning into a community they so rightly deserve. If YOU want to help just
call Tonia Holderman, The Director of Admissions & Community Outreach at 828-257-6800 and tell her
you’re ready to pitch in!
Let’s have a strong turn-out for our meeting with Mark Meadows. Remember no coats or ties...shorts are
OK… Be comfortable. Pray for a sunny day and I’ll see you all on August 16th.
God Bless you all!
Don Jackman

WNC MOAA August General Membership Meeting
Special Time and Date
Friday, August 16; 4pm Social, 5pm Dinner and Meeting
Cookout on the Patio; Casual Dress
SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKER
U. S. CONGRESSMAN MARK MEADOWS (NC-11)
(See Page 5 for Meeting Details; Reservation Form Last Page)
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WNC MOAA Board and Black Mountain Chapter Members
Visit the New Assisted Living Facility in Black Mountain
North Carolina State Veterans Home
The Board of Directors authorized up to $800 for initial support of the new Nursing home in Black
Mountain. Working with Lowes and Wal-Mart in Marion we were able to purchase two four burner
grills at cost from Lowes and three 12x12 canopies from Wal-Mart with the help of a $75 gift card from
them. Thanks for their support. Our Black Mountain Satellite purchased and filled two propane tanks
for this donation. On July 10 the Board held their quarterly meeting along with the bi-monthly Black
Mountain Satellite meeting. Board members cooked hot dogs and hamburgers and members brought
pot-luck items. After cooking for our folks to test the grills we cooked for the residents and staff (the
home staff felt that order would be best). All reports were that it was a success. Following the meal
the Administrator of the facility Julia Gibson took members on a tour and explained how the facility
worked. It is a very impressive facility staffed by caring professionals. You can contact the Director
of Admissions and Community Outreach, Ms Tonia Holderman at 828-257-6800 for further info or to
arrange a tour. Special thanks to Gaye and Len Baker for their efforts!

www.wnc-moaa.org
WNC MOAA Leadership

Grills Donated to the NC Veterans Home

Residents and WNC MOAA Members
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Veterans Restoration Quarters Graduation Ceremony
Karen McKay, LTC USAR (Ret.), WNC MOAA Legislative Affairs Officer
The Veterans Restoration Quarters (VRQ) graduating “Culinary Commandos” produced a dinner Tuesday
night, 16 July. I had the good fortune of representing WNC MOAA. Table service was performed with a gracious elan the equal of a five-star establishment. The entrees were a choice of roast pork loin with a nippy
apricot ginger glaze or pan-seared tilapia with a tangy Charleston remoulade, accompanied by wild rice and
confetti (julienned) fresh garden veggies from the VRQ garden.. The bread was a lovely herbed foccacia.
Dessert was a heavenly white chocolate and blueberry (again, from the VRQ garden) pot de crème.
I am not a frustrated food writer. This review is to illustrate the magnificent work the Asheville Buncombe
Community Christian Ministry (ABCCM) does in assisting veterans who had been homeless and hopeless to
become again productive members of the society they once put their lives on the line to defend. These Culinary Commandos will go on to be highly-valued chefs in fine restaurants.
The VRQ, the only American Legion Post in the country that is in a homeless shelter, is as demanding of
discipline and work as boot camp. Around 150 vets are housed for up to two years, during which time they
are provided all necessary services to get them on their feet and restore their self-respect. They also must
be on a track to independence by taking advantage of classroom and degree opportunities, and employment
and training services
Other education programs offered by ABCCM at the VRQ that result in professional or trade certification are
truck driving, nursing and building trades. They teach veterans, men and women, not only how to fish, but
how to make their own poles and dig up the bait. This ministry, and others like it, are serving those who
served their country and were then forgotten and cast off. They serve not by charity that robs men of their
dignity, but by challenging them to pull themselves up by their bootstraps and recover the pride of productivity and responsibility as contributing citizens.
That training costs money. It's a cheap investment with a disproportionately large payoff, especially when
the waste and abuse of taxpayer moneys in government is considered. ABCCM counts on funds from the
Department of Labor (DOL) to supplement donations to cover the costs. However, FEDGOV has withdrawn
the $200,000 grant for the current training year. The Reverend Scott Rogers, Executive Director of ABCCM
Vet Services, says that nobody in the government will tell him why the funds were cut off. He says that
grants have also been cut off to many other veterans ministries like VRQ across the country. Private donors
are scrambling to make up the difference for VRQ.
Congressman Mark Meadows, 11th District, has sent a letter of inquiry to DOL about the canceled ABCCM
grant.
Treasurer’s YTD Highlights
Income

$16,621.71

Expenses

$6,347.48

Balance

$10,274.23
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Nominating Slate for 2014/15 Officers

2014 Slate Continued

Board of Directors

Appointed Positions

President

John Knapp

Senior Advisor

Rick Devereaux

1st VP

Spence Campbell

Chaplain

Bob Lair

2nd VP

Jeff Snyder

Editor, NL

Bob Smith

Secretary

Marlene Varner

Legal Affairs

Micky Parnell

Treasurer

Mike Covell

Legislative Affairs

Karen McKay

Immediate Past Pres.

Don Jackman

Personal Affairs

Ken Hadeen

USA

Chuck Luce

VA Hospital Liaison

Len Baker

USMC

Robert Smith

Webmaster

Len Baker

USN

Herb Mensch

USAF

Ken Hadeen

At Large

Frank Ortiz
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www.meadows.house.gov
U. S. Congressman Mark Meadows
North Carolina Congressional District 11
After working as a small business owner for 27 years, Representative Mark Meadows brings a business-style approach to Washington, D.C.
From owning and selling a successful restaurant to building a development company, Mark understands what the 63.7 million people in the United States who are self-employed or work for small
businesses need to grow their businesses. He believes real job creation comes from the private sector, not the federal government. Mark recognizes that regulations are stifling job growth in this country and without a budget to set spending priorities, our federal government will continue to spend beyond its means.
While serving on the Committees on Oversight and Government Reform, Foreign Affairs, and Transportation and Infrastructure, Mark will hold the government accountable, protect American citizens
and interests abroad, and ensure we have a modern transportation network which meets the needs
of Western North Carolina and our country as a whole.
He is dedicated to providing top-notch constituent services to North Carolina’s 11th Congressional
District and committed to upholding his Christian values and conservative principles while serving in
Congress.

COOKOUT MENU
Chef Grilled Angus Burgers, All Beef Hot Dogs
Herb Marinated Chicken Breasts, Pulled BBQ Pork
Rolls and Buns, Cheeses, Garnishes and Condiments
Baked Beans
House Made Potato Chips
Macaroni Salad, Potato Salad, Tomato and Cucumber Salad
Coffee, Ice Tea and Lemonade
Club Made Ice Cream and Freshly Baked Cookies
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WNC MOAA Legislative Update
Karen McKay, LTC USAR-Ret., WNC MOAA Legislative Affairs Officer
Senator Kay Hagan (D-NC) on l July sent the SECDEF a letter protesting DOD's decision to give foreign national employees working for the US military at overseas bases a pay raise while DOD civilian employees in the US are being
furloughed.
“While 19,000 of my fellow North Carolinians are furloughed, approximately the same number of
German workers will receive a one-time payment of 500 Euros in 2013 and monthly pay increases
of 30 Euros starting next year. Workers in North Carolina will see a 20% pay cut each month of the
furlough for a total loss in pay of $64 million. At the same time, German workers will receive over
$16 million in additional pay in 2013 and 2014.”
Senator Hagan has this year sponsored legislation to recognize veterans:
·

S.1527 : A bill to authorize the award of a Congressional gold medal to the Montford Point Marines of World
War II;

·

S.CON.RES.45 : A concurrent resolution authorizing the use of Emancipation Hall in the Capitol Visitor Center
for an event to award the Congressional Gold Medal, collectively, to the Montford Point Marines.

Senator Richard Burr (R-NC) has sponsored a number of bills this year to date in support of veterans and national security:
·

S.409 : A bill to add Vietnam Veterans Day as a patriotic and national observance;

·

S.492 : A bill to amend title 38, United States Code, to require States to recognize the military experience of
veterans when issuing licenses and credentials to veterans, and for other purposes;

·

S.495 : Careers for Veterans Act of 2013;

·

S.529 : A bill to amend title 38, United States Code, to modify the commencement date of the period of service
at Camp Lejeune, North Carolina, for eligibility for hospital care and medical services in connection with exposure to contaminated water, and for other purposes;

·

S.543 : VISN Reorganization Act of 2013;

·

S.572 : Veterans Second Amendment Protection Act ;

·

S.705 : War Memorial Protection Act of 2013;

·

S.778 : A bill to authorize the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to issue cards to veterans that identify them as veterans, and for other purposes;

·

S.819 : Veterans Mental Health Treatment First Act of 2013;

·

S.RES.67 : A resolution designating April 5, 2013, as "Gold Star Wives Day";

·

S.RES.71 : A resolution designating the week of March 4 through March 8, 2013, as "Military and Veterans
Caregiver Week";

·

S.AMDT.232 to S.CON.RES.8 To protect the American people and strengthen our national security by fully
funding the Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority (BARDA) and the Bio Shield Special
Reserve Fund;

·

S.AMDT.697 to S.CON.RES.8 To create a point of order against legislation that would raise taxes on veterans,
and for other purposes;

·

S.AMDT.720 to S.649 To protect the Second Amendment rights of veterans and their families.
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Notes from the WNC MOAA Secretary, MAJ Bob Smith, US Army-Ret.
Membership Dues
If the “Dues Paid Thru” date on your newsletter indicates 2012 this will be your last newsletter unless we
have made an error, in which case please contact the Treasurer (694-1358). We hate to lose members
however they were past due in March. We need to keep our numbers up to be a stronger voice!

Calendar
Next meeting Aug 16 at 4PM check-in and social (note Friday evening cookout), annual meeting and election
Black Mountain Satellite meets every odd numbered month on second Wednesday
October Car Show at VRQ details and date to follow, check website later
November Meeting will be 9th at 11AM check-in and social, installation of officers
TAPS
LTC James “Tom” Vance USA-Ret, age 87, Gainesville, GA, Survived by wife Virgalene. July 8, 2013
CAPT Jeremiah Daniel Reilly USN-Ret, age 89; survived by wife Jean, Black Mountain, and three children,
June 22, 2013
CWO-3 Eric Magrath USMC-Ret, age 88, Columbus, NC; Chapter USMC Board Member, May 23,2013
More info and obituary link can be found at: WWW.WNC-MOAA.org ,click TAPS tab
Selected North Carolina Federal Officials Websites
www.burr.senate.gov
www.hagen.senate.gov
www.meadows.house.gov
www.mchenry.house.gov
Note: NC-10 (McHenry) and NC-11 (Meadows) represent WNC

Dues Renewal
Email:____________________________
Phone:___________________________
Name:_______________________________ Rank:________Service:_______Spouse:______________
National MOAA #__________________
Member and Spouse $25, Auxiliary (surviving Spouse) $5 Check payable to: WNC MOAA
I would also like to contribute $________ to the program below:
_______ ABCCM Veteran’s Restoration Quarters
_______ JROTC Miscellaneous
_______ Cyrus E. Anderson JROTC Scholarship
_______ General operating fund
_______ Other ____________________________________
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THE WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA
CHAPTER
MILITARY OFFICERS
ASSOCIATION, INC
OF
AMERICA, Inc.

WNC MOUNTAIN MOAA NEWS
Is the official publication of the WNC Chapter
Of MOAA
Published Quarterly
Editor:
COL Spence Campbell, USA-Ret.
c/o WNC MOAA
P. O. Box 1984
Hendersonville NC 28793

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

General Chapter Meeting Registration Form
Clip or Copy and Mail To:
WNC MOAA
P. O. Box 1984
Hendersonville, NC 28793
DEADLINE: Payment must be received NLT: Monday, August 12, 2013
Make Checks payable to: WNC MOAA
I/We plan on attending the WNC MOAA General Chapter Meeting on Friday, August 16, 2013
NAME:__________________________________________
Phone #: ___________________________E-mail:________________________________
Enclosed is my check for ____ meal (s) At $20 per person.
I plan on bringing a guest: Y/N: If Yes: Name: _________________________________
This is the 1st WNC MOAA event attended: Y/N
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