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MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA, Inc. 
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 President’s Corner 
It is both an honor and a privilege to serve as the 

Chapter President for 2012 through 2013. I have some 

“mighty” big shoes to fill as the Chapter’s twenty- 

ninth President since its founding in 1969.  Especially, 

when ten former Chapter Presidents are still active and 

attend meetings.  So my work is ahead and if I should 

need help it’s close by. 

We have an exciting General Membership Meeting 

Agenda scheduled for 2012. Each of our four meetings 

will be presented by one of our Chapter member’s...At 

the February meeting. Lt Col Rod Clark USAF, the 

JROTC Senior Military Instructor at East Henderson 

High School, will brief us on the JROTC program. We 

see these young men and women present the colors at 

our meetings, then we meet the recipient of our 

JROTC Scholarship in the spring, but by in large most 

of us don’t really know much about the JROTC  

Program, as it prepares these students to be our future 

leaders. 

Our May meeting will be presented by Lt Edward 

“Ted” Logan, USAAC. Ted’s talk is titled “Jump, 

Damn It, Jump”.  It is a fascinating true story of a      

B-17 pilot and his crew in Europe during WWII...I 

have listened to Ted relive this heroic flight...don’t 

miss this one. 

In August, COL Joe Clemmons will present “Pork 

Chop Hill”. He will discuss both the actual Korean 

battle then the interesting role Joe played as the mili-

tary advisor to Hollywood during the filming. You 

recall in the movie “Pork Chop Hill”, Gregory Peck 

 

 

 

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING & LUNCHEON 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 18, HENDERSONVILLE COUNTRY CLUB 

RESERVATION FORM ON LAST PAGE:  RSVP NLT FEBRUARY 14! 

was cast as LT Joe Clemmons…a must see!. 

 I am working on setting up the November program 

now. We have so many Chapter members with unbe-

lievable military stories to tell, it is not an easy task to 

select one. Plan to attend..I promise it will be well 

worth your time.  

Meanwhile our work supporting the JROTC programs 

in 17 high schools goes on, as well as our ongoing 

commitment to the Veterans Restoration Quarters and 

the VA Hospital. Each of these activities requires peo-

ple-power. Please read the newsletter for opportunities 

to volunteer and support the Chapter where and when 

you can. We need YOUR help! 

Finally, heartfelt thanks once again to Bob and Linda 

Smith for a job well done as our past Presidential 

team. We are thankful to have Bob remaining on the 

Board as Secretary. I look forward to new and exciting 

opportunities ahead for our Chapter.  

See you in February!  God Bless you all! 

Don 

 President Don Jackman, LTC USA-Ret 

January 2012 
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Legislative Report: LTC Larry Wilson, USA-Ret. 
 

We have reached a new calendar year and our benefits are still very much in doubt. It appears that cutting the 

Military and Military Retirees' benefits are on the top of the list. We are safe from cuts or additional cost shar-

ing in TRICARE and MEDICARE until the end of February 2012 as Congress did pass a temporary extension 

stopping the mandatory cuts that were to take place on 1 January 2012. This does not mean that our "fat is out 

of the fire". The President's budget proposal and the Department of Defense budget proposals have not yet ap-

peared. However, increased cost sharing for TRICARE benefits is sure to be part of the agenda.    
 

On the surface, to the general public, some of the arguments may well appear valid. Why? Our Military has 

become totally separate from the rest of the citizens of this Nation. Since we have not had a draft for quite 

some time the average citizen probably does not know anyone in our Military today and; therefore, has no idea 

of what Military life entails. The majority of the members of Congress have never worn a uniform and, more 

importantly the same applies to their staffs. They have no idea what Military service entails and certainly have 

no idea of what combat is. Deployments to combat zones and the family separation that results has been com-

pared to a "business trip to London". Military retirement at an age earlier than civilian business has been called 

into question. "If a man can be a foreman on the floor of a General Electric plant at sixty-four years of age, 

why not the Military?"  "Commercial aviators can fly at sixty-three years of age, why not the Military avia-

tors?" These comments are further examples of the lack of understanding of the rigors of Military service.  
 

I can only speak for myself as an Airborne Infantryman and Army Aviator. There is no doubt that I still know 

how to jump from a perfectly good airplane, however, if I do you better have a good orthopedic surgeon on the 

drop zone. Do I still know how to fly a helicopter? The answer is yes. Given the opportunity I could certainly 

fly you from Asheville to Charlotte. Can I fly in combat? The resounding answer is NO!  It takes far too long 

for the signals to go from the brain to the hands and feet for me to attempt to fly ten feet off of the ground at 

better than one-hundred nautical miles per hour and dodge enemy fire at the same time.  For the most part, 

Military service is a young person's business. 
 

How do we educate our members of Congress! Can we rely that MOAA can speak for all of us and be heard? 

No we cannot. MOAA has long been identified as one of the most efficient lobbying groups in Washington; 

but, they cannot do I it without our input to our Senators and Representatives. Col Steve Strobridge, UASF-

Ret, MOAA's head of Government Relations, has pointed out that only about only twenty-two percent of the 

membership responds by sending cards, letters personal telephone calls or E-mails to our Members of Con-

gress supporting our benefits or explaining our positions. Twenty-two percent!  
 

Are we satisfied to let others protect what we have earned through years of sacrifice, do we think that the at-

tacks on our benefits will just "go away" or don't we care. My last comment is facetious, of course!  I know 

that we all care. Military Officers have always been known to be pro-active, solve the problem before it bites 

you in the “you know where”. We and our spouses must shower Congress with personal correspondence 

clearly stating our positions. If the MOAA representative visits a Congressman who has just received two hun-

dred pieces of correspondence on a given subject from his/her own constituents his/her ears are going to be 

tuned into what the MOAA Representative is trying to say. We have always said that education is the key to 

success. It is our job to educate those who represent us and their staffs as to the reality of Military Service if 

we are to protect our benefits and the benefits of those who have replaced us "on the wall".    
Editors note 

At the request of the President, Larry will draft some letters that we will put on our website for you to download and ei-

ther sign or modify as you see fit.  There is a lot at stake here and no one can afford to sit back and see what happens, it 

will be too late at that point. 

All are reminded to sign up for the MOAA National  weekly legislative update, see “Take Action” tab at 

WWW.MOAA.org. You will get the latest info as well as letters and formatted emails to send our Congress.  Also on the 

National site there is a “myth buster” section that can debunk a lot of the false info floating around the internet.    

http://www.moaablogs.org/battleofthebilge/ 
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November WNC MOAA General Membership Meeting 

Guest Speaker:  MAJ  Diana Stumpf, NCNG 

MAJ Stumpf gave a very informative talk on the important and demanding role of the unit in deployments to 

Iraq and other missions of the Guard.  We are lucky to have her and hopefully more members of her unit in our 

organization.  If you go to the Asheville Armory to renew you ID Card stop by and say Hi and thank you! 

 

Thanks to our outgoing NC Council of Chapters President, COL Fred Black USA-Ret and his lovely wife Syl-

via for visiting and installing our new chapter officers.  We had 79 attendees, due in part to Past President 

Clinton Smoke’s recruiting efforts.  As usual the HCC blessed us with wonderful food and service!!!! 
 

Dues are Due! 

Our bylaws spell out a dues period of January 1 through December 31 and are payable Jan 1.   The amount for 

the upcoming year is set at the annual meeting (August) after recommendation of the Board of Directors.  At 

that time the general membership set the dues at $25 for regular member and spouse, and $5 for Auxiliary 

(surviving spouse).  It has been also approved to reduce them to $10 for new members joining after July for 

their first year.  Currently 97 members are paid through 2012 or greater, and we now have 220 members.  

Many thanks to those who paid in advance.   Please check the number above your name on the newsletter and 

that will show what we have on record.  If it indicates 2011 then please send in a check for the appropriate 

amount.  If your records indicate you have paid for 2012 and we show differently please let me know. 
 

This would be a great time to send a donation for any of the projects our chapter supports or a donation to the 

general treasury.  

Our chapter continues support for the ABCCM Veteran’s Restoration Quarters, JROTC through the Cyrus E. 

Anderson Scholarship and leadership awards, and programs at the VA Medical center. Consider being a pre-

senter at a school near you. We are investigating a few other projects and will announce them when approved 

by the board.  Note on your check the amount for dues and the program for your donation.  Many thanks to 

those who have contributed so far!    Bob Smith 

COL Black, Sec Bob 

Smith, Pres Don Jackman, 

1st VP John Knapp, 2nd 

VP Gene Frame (left) 

 

MAJ Diana Stumpf,  XO 

105th MP Bn, NC Army 

National Guard (right) 

VA CLC Breakfast  

Nov 6, Clint Smoke, 

Don Jackman, Jeff 

Snyder, Marleen 

Varner, Paula Snyder, 

Bob Smith, Rob Ew-

art, Della Ewart (left) 

 

New Pres Don Jack-

man thanking MAJ 

Stumpf (right) 
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Chapter in Action 

 The chapter donated $500 to the VRQ for food to be sold at their Car Show in November, Don Jackman, Ron

Bottsford, Jerry Null, and Ken Hadeen helped serve food.  All extra food was used to feed the residents.  The

show was a success and raised a sizeable sum for the cause.

 Don attended a dinner at the VRQ for the kickoff of “Operation Welcome Home”, a scholarship program started

with a donation of the unspent funds from the Honor Air Coat Fund drive.  This will fund tuition for truck driving,

culinary, hospitality, and other vocational training.  Please consider donating through the renewal form on page 7 or

direct to ABCCM VRQ (through the chapter will allow us to track our impact).

 We have signed up for four quarterly breakfasts at the VA Community Living Center.  This is an excellent opportu-

nity to ”give back” and talk to folks from different periods of service.  Consider volunteering to serve, contact John

Knapp.

 The chapter also contributed  $200 to help bring the “Moving Wall” to Swannanoa.

 Thanks to Betsy Cantrell for suggesting and Past President Clinton Smoke for coordinating and presenting the

AARP Senior Drivers Course in November.  It was offered free to veterans and families in honor of Veterans Day.

Don Jackman helped coordinate the facility.

Supporting America’s Warriors:  Examples of Agencies That Care 

The Wounded Warrior Project is a fine example of an organization providing outstanding support to our Veterans in 

need.  The predominate type of wounds incurred in the War On Terrorism have been traumatic brain injuries and ampu-

tations.  These warriors need a lot more help than our government has been providing.  This operation spends 82% of 

receipts on troops, 14% fundraising, and 4% administration.  They make it easy to donate by going to their website and 

seting up automatic monthly payments if desired.  https://support.woundedwarriorproject.org/  or for a one-time contri-

bution and more info: http://www.woundedwarriorproject.org/ 

Taps 

 Col Marv Harris USAF-Ret, Arlington, Virginia

 LTC Richard Fink USA-Ret, Tryon; Survived by

wife Marianne  [More information on website] 

Welcome to our new members since last Newsletter 

 CAPT Richard Dirks USN-Ret, Asheville

 CPT Michale Parnell USA-Ret, Hendersonville

 LtCol Maurice Roy USAF-Ret, and Wife Cathy, Arden

NOTE: Our Editor Spence Campbell is taking a leave of absence while on the campaign trail seeking the 11th Congressional District 

seat, Bob Smith is pinch hitting.  

Notes from Jan Board Meeting 

 Due to US Treasury procedure changes the JROTC Bond program is being discontinued.  The Board is considering

alternative ways to reward these cadets for their leadership.  Members who have donated to that program will have

money refunded if they do not want it transferred to the Scholarship fund or otherwise reallocated.

 It was approved to round up the meal cost to $20 (there has been no increase price by the Club).  The JROTC Raffle

has been changed to $50 or a gift to the winner.  Planning to get some nice items donated as prizes to raise funds.

Ultimately these measures and some others being considered will help us accomplish more  in the community.

 The House of Flags Museum is now open at their new location.  Go visit and support this great program.

Upcoming Events 

 There will be a Vietnam Veterans Welcome Home event at Charlotte Motor Speedway Mar 31, sponsored by the

USO, NASCAR, and others.  The NC Vietnam Helicopter Pilots Assn will have six vintage helicopters, two Jeeps,

and two tents on display.

http://www.charlottemotorspeedway.com/tickets/vietnam_veterans_homecoming_celebration_2012/

 The USO is sponsoring an event in Wilmington Mar 31 on the fantail of the USS North Carolina including an oppor-

tunity for couples to renew their marriage vows.  http://www.uso-nc.org/our-events
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WNC MOAA Board of Directors 

As of:   January 2012 
President 

LTC Donald L. Jackman, USA-Ret. 

828-697-5411

djackman3842@att.net

1st Vice President

CAPT John C. Knapp USN-Ret

828-890-3544

J.knapp4@att.net

2nd Vice President

Capt Eugene M Frame USAF(fmr)

828-808-3210

geneframe1634@gmail.com

Secretary

MAJ Robert A. Smith, USA-Ret.

828-668-7070

robertsmith656@msn.com

Treasurer

CAPT Michael L. Covell, USN-Ret.

828-694-1358

mjcovell@bellsouth.net

Immediate Past President

MAJ Robert A. Smith, USA-Ret.

USA Representative

LTC Charles M. Luce, USA-Ret.

828-452-2746

USMC Representative

CWO3 Eric Magrath, USMC-Ret.

828-894-2482

USN Representative

CDR J. Edward Craig, USN-Ret.

828-859-9205

USAF Representative

Col Kenneth D. Hadeen, USAF-Ret.

828-645-4902

At Large Representative

COL Otis W. Livingston, Jr., USA-Ret.

828-894-0637

hootL3@windstream.net

Black Mountain Satellite Chapter-VACANT

Appointed Positions 
Senior Advisor 

RADM Paul E. Sutherland, USN-Ret. 

828-894-2514

Chaplain

COL Robert E. Lair, USA-Ret.

828-894-8744

Editor, “Mountain News” Newsletter

COL Spence Campbell, USA-Ret.

828-697-5970

Legal Affairs

CPT Michaele (Micky) Parnell

828-891-1257

mpaparker@gmail.com

WNC MOAA Directors (continued) 
Legislative Affairs 

LTC Larry Wilson, USA-Ret. 

828-606-4952 (cell #)

Personal Affairs

Col Kenneth D. Hadeen, USAF-Ret.

Webmaster & VA Medical Center Liaison

LTC Leonard M. Baker, USA-Ret.

828-669-1030

lbaker@buncombe.main.nc.us

JROTC News 

It’s that time of year to step forward to volunteer to present the 

JROTC Leadership Award to an outstanding rising senior 

JROTC Cadet near you in one of the 17 programs we support.  

At this time the names of award winners have not been deter-

mined, nor the dates of the ceremonies established.  Don’t let 

that deter you from volunteering now and if the dates don’t work 

out, I’ll look for a substitute.  Schools still available:  Asheville 

(MC), Cherokee (A), E. Henderson (AF), Enka (AF), Erwin 

(A), Madison (A), N.Buncombe (N), N. Henderson (AF), 

Owen (A), Pisgah (N), A.C. Reynolds (A), T.C. Roberson 

(AF), Rutherfordton/ Spindale (MC), Tuscola (AF), Swain 

County (AF).   

See me after the next quarterly WNC-MOAA meeting or give 

me a call.   

Gene Frame: 808-3210 or geneframe1634@gmail.com  

MOAA Student Loans 
Four students from Western North Carolina received interest free loans for academic year 2011-2012 from National MOAA, as part 

of the MOAA Scholarship Fund.  The recipients were Adam Johnson of Forest City, Madison and Marissa Mueller of Fletcher, and 

William Jussila of Mars Hill.  Your contributions to this fund make these awards possible.     

Recruiting Update 
Once again National is offering the “Give Me Ten” program.  

Last year we were one paid member recruited short of getting a 

$100 bonus by recruiting ten members of National with the offer 

of two years for $30 (reg $32/yr).  Lapsed members are also eli-

gible if they have never taken advantage of this offer before, and 

our chapter gets $20.  Active duty, including Guard and Reserve, 

are eligible for a free one year membership and the chapter gets 

$10.   

For each ten free memberships, and each ten paid memberships, 

the chapter would get an additional $100 bonus.  Chapter mem-

bers upgrading to Life Membership receive a 10% discount and 

the chapter gets $20 per conversion.  The chapter member re-

cruiting new members are entered in a drawing for a $1000 prize, 

with one entry for each new recruit.  Each newly recruited mem-

ber is entered in a drawing for $500 and a life membership.  

There are other chapter incentives also. 

I cannot believe every one of us does not know at least one good 

prospect for membership in National and our chapter.  As 

pointed out in the Legislative article we are facing tough times 

and the more members we have the stronger the “One Powerful 

Voice” will be.  Contact me for materials or questions. 

Bob Smith 
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Financial Report: Mike Covell, Treasurer 

As of 12/31/2011 

Bank Balance   $8718.82 

 

JROTC Savings Bond Account             $750.00 

JROTC Scholarship Account             $684.50 

“Making the Best of a Bad Situation” 

PATRICK OF IRELAND 

     He was born in Scotland in 387.  At the age of sixteen he was captured by Irish pirates.  He lived as a slave for six 

years.  He escaped to Gaul (France), and became a monk under Martin of Tours.  He later returned to Britain, but he had 

a vision to preach to the heathen Irish!  The Church made him a bishop and sent him to Ireland where he received a hos-

tile reception.  He won local clan chiefs to his religious point of view, and subsequently won Ireland to Christianity. 

     In popular Christianity Patrick is called a saint, although the Roman Catholic Church has never formally canonized 

him as a saint.  With a firm grasp on the obvious, I declare that Patrick knew how to make the best of a bad situation!                 

Robert E. Lair, Jr.  Chaplain COL) USA - Ret. 

Note on Political involvement 

This is an election year, and we need to remind all that our chapter, while not an official non-profit, must remain politi-

cally neutral if we intend to file for certain tax status.  Also in the past, some members have left the chapter based on 

their feelings that we were too political.  The board has elected to limit our activities to approaching the candidates for 

our Senate and Congressional seats in the fall general election .  We provide the issues listed as key by National MOAA 

as important to the Military.  We publish or make available their unedited responses for your consideration.  While we 

are no longer subject to the DOD Directive (https://kb.defense.gov/ci/fattach/get/4371/),  it does provide some food for 

thought and does apply to our Reserve Component members.   

Cyber Security versus Personal Privacy 
The Homeland Security Department released a white paper assessing the potential privacy implications of a new Penta-

gon-DHS joint cyber security services pilot initiative that builds upon a previous cooperative pilot program introduced 

last year. The initial pilot shared classified information directly with members of the defense industrial base to bolster 

the nation's cyber defenses. JCSP, run through the US Computer Emergency Readiness Team in DHS' National Cyber 

Security Division, will share additional information—such as IP addresses, files, or e-mail headers—to help industry 

detect and mitigate cyber threats, according to the white paper. Because it is possible the new pilot initiative might, in 

the process, transfer personally identifiable information, such as e-mail addresses, that don't actually add any value to 

preventing a cyber threat, DHS officials said they will conduct the privacy impact assessment. ( by Ken Hadeen ) 

Beware of Scams 

At the suggestion of Bob Augur, our new Legal Affairs Chair Micky Parnell will be developing some information to 

educate and hopefully help prevent seniors and others from becoming victims of the many scams being perpetrated.  

They will be working with the NC Attorney General. We will keep you informed, at a minimum it will be available on 

our website.  WWW.WNC-MOAA.Org 

WNC MOAA  2012  Meeting Dates   

Hendersonville Country Club                                                         

Saturday Feb 18, General Membership Meeting  11:00 AM 

Wednesday Apr 11, Board Meeting   12:00 PM                                                                         

Saturday May 12, General Membership Meeting 11:00 AM 

Wednesday Jul 11, Board Meeting 12:00 PM                                                                        

Friday Aug 17, General Membership Meeting 4:00 PM  

Wednesday Oct 10, Board Meeting   12:00 PM                                                             

Saturday Nov10, General Membership Meeting  11:00AM 

Note:  Aug General Membership Meeting is on FRIDAY 

and we will host the NC Council of Chapters 

Other Calendar Events 

Col Kat Spencer VA CLC Breakfasts:  Feb 8, May 9,         

Aug 8, Nov 14 
 

NC Council of Chapters: Winston Salem Mar 23-24 
 

Vietnam Welcome Home: Charlotte Mar 31 
 

USO Vow Renewal: Wilmington Mar 31 
 

NC Council of Chapters: Hendersonville Aug 17-18 
 

Black Mountain Satellite Meeting: TBD  
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February 18 General Membership Meeting information 
 

Place:  Hendersonville Country Club, Hendersonville NC 

 

Time:  Social Hour at 11am; program at noon 

Cost:  $20 person for buffet (including tax and gratuity) 

Speaker:  LtCol Rod Clark USAF-Ret 

Senior Instructor JROTC East Henderson High School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Menu 

Southern Fried Chicken 

Roast Loin of Pork with Apple Dressing 

Candied Sweet Potatoes 

Roasted Root Vegetables 

Corn Obrien 

Bacon and Tomato Caesar Salad 

Roasted Potato Salad 

Szechuan Cole Slaw 

Assorted Desserts 
 

Registration Form Last Page:  RSVP NLT Tuesday, February 14TH 

Dues Renewal 
 

       E-Mail:_____________________________ 
 

Name:_______________________________ Rank:_____ Service:______ 

Spouse:________________ 

 

Member and Spouse $25, Auxiliary (surviving Spouse) $5 Check payable to: 

           

I would also like to contribute $________ to the program  below: 

 

_______ ABCCM Veteran’s Restoration Quarters 
 

_______ JROTC Miscellaneous 
 

_______ Cyrus E. Anderson JROTC Scholarship 
 

_______ General operating fund 
 

_______ Quarterly VA Hospital Community Living Center Breakfast in Honor of Col Kat Spencer 
 

_______ Other  ____________________________________       

WNC MOAA 

P. O Box 1984 

Hendersonville, NC 28793 
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General Chapter Meeting Registration Form 
Clip or Copy and Mail To: 

WNC MOAA 

P. O. Box 1984 

Hendersonville, NC 28793 

DEADLINE:  Payment must be received NLT:  Tuesday, February 14, 2012 

Make Checks payable to:  WNC MOAA 

I/We plan on attending the WNC MOAA General Chapter Meeting on Feb 18, 2012 

NAME:__________________________________________ 

Phone #:  ___________________________E-Mail:________________________________ 

Enclosed is my check for ____ meal (s) At $20 per person. 

I plan on bringing a guest:  Y/N:  If Yes:  Name:  _________________________________ 

THE WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA 

CHAPTER 

MILITARY OFFICERS 

ASSOCIATION 

OF  

AMERICA, Inc. 

WWW.WNC-MOAA.org 

WNC MOUNTAIN MOAA NEWS 

Is the official publication of the WNC Chapter 

Of  MOAA 

Published Quarterly 

Editor: 

COL Spence Campbell, USA-Ret. 

c/o WNC MOAA  

P. O. Box  1984 

Hendersonville NC 28793 

EditorMountainNews@WNC-MOAA.org 


