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If you would like to have a shirt, jacket, or hat embroidered
take them to A Stitch in Time at 1259 Sweeten Creek Rd,
Asheville (274-5193) and they will put our logo on for $8.
The board has approved changing our August meeting from
Saturday the 20th to Friday the 19th. We will have an informal cookout on the patio and dress will be casual, shorts
are welcome, the only restriction is no jeans or denim
shorts. We will start our check-in and social hour at 5pm
with dinner and program kicking off at 6PM.
May 13-16 the American Veterans Traveling Tribute will
be at the YMCA off Sugar Hill Rd (exit 81 off I-40) 1.8 Mi
N. in Marion More info is available at AVTT.org, click
events, and then Marion, NC. It should be a great event
with “The Cost of Freedom Tribute” which honors all conflicts, military vehicles, and two vintage Vietnam helicopters will be on static display. The centerpiece is an 80%
replica of the Vietnam Memorial. Come join us! Cheers,
Bob

President’s Corner April 2011
Hello to all. Our February meeting was a great time of fellowship with a very informative program presented by The
House of Flags Museum President Robert Williamson. I
believe all of those attending learned quite a few things we
had not known before. As usual the food and service at the
Club was excellent and enjoyed by all. Our heartfelt thanks
go out to both Mr. Williamson and the Hendersonville
Country Club staff. We are very fortunate to have such a
great place to meet and for the many informative and entertaining programs available to us. My thanks to all who
have been so helpful in bringing these meetings together, if
you have never been responsible for one of these functions
you may not be aware of the coordination and behind the
scenes work involved.
Our next meeting will be Armed Forces Day, May 21st.
The program should be very interesting as outlined in the
article in this issue. Get your reservations in please.
Be sure to read the ID card update info and file it for future
reference. It is a great facility and the service is fantastic,
however it is not very easy to find.
Thanks to all who sent in contributions along with your
dues, I intended to list all but the response was so great I
could not keep up. We have a very generous chapter!
As mentioned in the newsletter the board has approved
sponsorship of a quarterly breakfast at the VA Hospital
Community Living Center in honor of Col Kat Spencer.
Our dates for this year are May 11, August 10, and Nov 9.
It involves an early morning get-up to be at the Center by
7AM and is usually over by 9 to 9:30 and you can have
breakfast after the residents are finished. There are two
dining rooms and it seems best to have four volunteers on
each floor. It is a very rewarding experience to get to know
these heroes from many different times and conflicts. If
you are interested in representing our chapter at one of
these please let me know. Remember to wear a MOAA
shirt or nametag.

WNC MOAA President
MAJ Bob Smith, USA-Ret.
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Navy News
While partnering with joint and coalition forces, the U.S. Navy engaged in some “firsts” during Operation Odyssey Dawn in Libya. During the opening moments of the operation, strikes were made against Libyan military sites by an Ohio-class guided missile submarine that fired Tomahawk Land-to-Air Missiles (TLAMS)
marking the first-time launch of TLAMs in conflict by this class of submarine. Navy EA-18G Growlers were
also used against hostile forces for the first time, in conjunction with U.S. Marine Corps AV-8B Harriers, as
electronic warfare support jamming enemy transmissions.
Following Japan’s devastating 9.0 magnitude earthquake, the U.S. Navy base at Yokosuka Japan reduced its
daily power consumption of electricity by 74 percent. The base energy manager took steps to reduce consumption so that electricity could be made available for other needs. “The U.S. Navy wants to help our
neighbors who are making sacrifices for the good of Japan during this critical time,” said Thomas Bawden,
Fleet Activities Yokosuka energy manager.

Marine Corps News
The Census usually counts military personnel at the location where they live and work, but the government
decided decades ago to count deployed personnel with their home state of record. During last year’s Census,
North Carolina military installations had more than 40,000 troops deployed, losing the state a congressional
seat and additional tax dollars. Officials estimate that about 12,000 of the deployed troops were native to the
state, but the deficit of 28,000 meant the state was 15,000 shy of getting extra congressional representation
which went to Minnesota. Camp Lejeune had about 8,000 Marines deployed during the Census, or more than
10 percent of the population of Jacksonville, North Carolina. Governor Perdue unsuccessfully lobbied Census
officials to count deployed personnel against their last base of assignment.
Japanese liaison officers were brought aboard the USS Essex (LHD 2) to help in the planning of humanitarian
relief operations being conducted by the 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit. The 31st MEU’s involvement is part
of a larger U.S. government response to the 9.0 magnitude earthquake and the follow-on tsunami that struck
Japan in March and caused widespread disaster. Prior to the 31st MEU’s arrival, the isolated community was
only being supported via airlift. The MEU was the only unit in the area with the capability to make a positive
impact.

Air Force News
Three F-15E Strike Eagles from Seymour Johnson AFB, North Carolina performed the USAF’s first flyover
using “green” biofuel on 1 April as the formation took to the skies over the Philadelphia Phillies opening day
ceremonies above Citizens Bank Park. The fuel is a blend of 50 percent traditional jet fuel and 50 percent
synthetic biofuel derived from plant oils. The USAF is testing and evaluating biomass fuels derived from three
different feedstocks and to date, the service has tested and certified biofuel blends in the A-10, C-17, F-15
and F-22 aircraft. Fleet-wide certification is on track for completion by 2013. The long-term goal is to acquire
50 percent of all stateside fuel from domestically produced alternative blends that are cleaner than
conventional fuels.
The USAF’s premier fighter, the F-22 Raptor, was conspicuously absent from the no-fly operations over
Libya. At a cost of approximately $143 million each, why did the aircraft stay parked on the ramps of their
home stations? Conflicting accounts say the speed at which Operation Odyssey Dawn came together precluded the aircraft’s participation since none are forward deployed in Europe, while another version advocates
that a single squadron of F-22s could’ve carried out the operation negating the need for aircraft from other
countries forming the coalition which was politically unfeasible. Still others say the aircraft’s limited
air-to-ground capability made it an unwise choice for this kind of operation. The world’s stealthiest operational
aircraft still remains untested.

Army News on page 3
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Army News
General Martin E. Dempsey was confirmed by the Senate in March to succeed General George W. Casey Jr.
as Army chief of staff. Dempsey is scheduled to be sworn in on 11 April. His current assignment is as commanding general of the U.S. Army Training and Doctrine Command. Prior to that, he headed U.S. Central
Command. A 1974 graduate of WestPoint, Dempsey was commissioned as an armor officer. During
testimony before the Senate Armed Services Committee, Dempsey answered questions about how he would
serve as the next chief of staff. “I sit before you today with confidence that whatever challenges confront us in
the future, your Army will respond with the same courage and resolve that has characterized it for the past
235 years,” he said.
Of the 119 women who entered West Point in 1976, the last serving officer, Colonel Sylvia T. Moran, recently
retired joining the ranks of her other 1980 classmates who have since retired. A 25 March retirement ceremony including family and friends also included Army Chief of Staff General George Casey, Jr., Vice Chief of
Staff General Peter Chiarelli, West Point Superintendent Lt. General David H. Huntoon, Jr., and Secretary of
the Army John M. McHugh who all thanked her for exceptional service to the country.
Army leadership recently told Congress the service needs a new, next generation Ground Combat Vehicle.
Speaking before the Tactical Air and Land subcommittee of the House Armed Service Committee, Army Vice
Chief of Staff General Peter Chiarelli said the new vehicle would be designed with lessons learned from Iraq
and Afghanistan. Army leaders say a new vehicle is need because the current upgraded Bradley doesn’t
have the capacity to deliver nine-man infantry squads and it can’t accommodate future advances in the areas
of armor protection, computing and networking technology.
Service articles courtesy of the April 2011 edition of the New River Current (New River Chapter)

ID Card Update
MAJ Bob Smith, USA-Ret.

The NC National Guard 105th MP Bn is back from deployment
and is again operating the Rapid ID Card office now at 100
Minuteman Dr, Woodfin. The link below provides info on the
site in Raleigh it also provides the administrative requirements
for card renewal. Due to current staffing levels you must call
for an appointment and will probably get an answering machine. They will return your call and arrange an appointment.
Their number is 828-271-5011. Many GPS units will not find
this address as the facility and road are very new (you could
put in Richmond Hill Park or Richmond Hill Inn, then follow
Armory signs). Mapquest and the other mapping programs
should show it. It is reached by Hwy 19-23 (I-26), take the
first exit after getting off I-240 (Hill St), turn left to go under
19-23 then right on Riverside. There are signs for the National
Guard Armory. Proceed up Riverside approx one mile and turn
left on Pearson Bridge Rd, turn right on Richmond Hill Dr
(tight turn just in curve, also has sign to Richmond Hill Inn),
follow Richmond Hill Dr until you reach cul-de-sac, the Armory is to the left. You will have to ring buzzer to enter. This
may have been Dick Cheney’s undisclosed location.
http://www.nc.ngb.army.mil/index.php/resources/id-cards/
DOD is working to remove SSAN’s from ID cards and the following link provides some information. I renewed Linda’s and
mine at the 105th in early April and mine still has SSAN on it.

Welcome to our new members
since last newsletter!
Tom Bell; Col USAF-Ret, Asheville
Gerald (Jerry) Beschta; CDR USN-Ret, and wife
Joyce, Hendersonville
Joe Clemons; COL USA-Ret, Hendersonville
Lynn Deese; Aux, Black Mountain
Herbert M. (Mick) Dove; Lt Col USAF-Ret, & wife
Edith, Candler
Carolyn Justus; Aux, Hendersonville
Dee Schendel; Aux (LtCol Tom Schendel USAF-Ret),
Franklin
Ron Wingo; Capt USAF (former officer), Columbus

http://www.defense.gov/news/newsarticle.aspx?
id=63409
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February 2011 General Membership Meeting
Presentation by the House of Flags
on the History of the
American Flag

House of Flags President
Mr. Robert Williamson
Describes several early U. S. Flags

WNC MOAA President MAJ Bob Smith, USA-Ret.
Presenting Mr. Williamson with a token of appreciation
for his outstanding program
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WNC MOAA Directors (continued)

WNC MOAA Board of Directors
As of: January 2011
President

Programs
LTC Douglas Haldane, USA-Ret.
828-253-9085
janddhaldane@bellsouth.net
VA Medical Center Liaison
LTC Leonard M. Baker, USA-Ret.
828-669-1030
lbaker@buncombe.main.nc.us
Chapter Web Master
LTC Leonard M. Baker, USA-Ret.

MAJ Robert A. Smith, USA-Ret.
828-668-7070
robertsmith656@msn.com
1st Vice President
LTC Donald L. Jackman, USA-Ret.
828-697-5235
donjackman@morrisbb.net
2nd Vice President
CAPT Michael L. Covell, USN-Ret.
828-694-1358
mjcovell@bellsouth.net
Secretary-MAJ Robert A. Smith, USA-Ret. (Acting)
Treasurer
COL Cecil E. Palmer, USA-Ret.
828-697-0706
zbpalmer@yahoo.com
Immediate Past President
LTC Larry Wilson, USA-Ret.
828-606-4952 (cell #)
USA Representative
LTC Charles M. Luce, USA-Ret.
828-452-2746
USMC Representative
CWO3 Eric Magrath, USMC-Ret.
828-894-2482
USN Representative
CDR J. Edward Craig, USN-Ret.
828-859-9205
USAF Representative
Col Kenneth D. Hadeen, USAF-Ret.
828-645-4902
At Large Representative
COL Otis W. Livingston, Jr., USA-Ret.
828-894-0637
hootL3@windstream.net
Black Mountain Satellite Chapter
COL Bill Creed, USA-Ret., Acting
Appointed Positions
Senior Advisor
RADM Paul E. Sutherland, USN-Ret.
828-894-2514
Chaplain
COL Robert E. Lair, USA-Ret.
828-894-8744
Editor, “Mountain News” Newsletter
COL Spence Campbell, USA-Ret.
828-697-5970
Legal Affairs - VACANT
Legislative Affairs
LTC Larry Wilson, USA-Ret.
Personal Affairs
Col Kenneth D. Hadeen, USAF-Ret.

Personal Affairs Officer
The personal affairs officer serves as a point of contact
for issues associated with military rights and entitlements, with special emphasis on survivor benefits information. The loss of a spouse can be very hectic and traumatic. Preliminary planning for this event can ease the
pain to some extent. The MOAA library of guides and
reference tools are available to help you navigate the
challenges that arise at each stage of life. One particular
guide from the MOAA INFO EXCHANGE is: “Help
Your Survivors Now, A guide to Planning Ahead.” This
guide contains worksheets and checklists that can be very
helpful. For more information on this publication and
others call (800) 234-6622 or visit online at:
www.moaa.org/products.
As the appointed WNC MOAA Chapter’s Personal Affairs Officer, I will make every effort to provide the information/help you need.
Col. Kenneth D. Hadeen USAF-Ret.
828-645-4902; khade@msn.com

Military ID Renewal/Update
The Military Reserve Center in Northwest Asheville will
be glad to help you. You must make an appointment and
they will tell you how to get there and what documents
they will need to process your new ID. The number is
828-271-5001 or 5003.
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SPRING 2011 GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
SATURDAY, MAY 21, 2011
HENDERSONVILLE COUNTRY CLUB
11AM SOCIAL HOUR; NOON LUNCHEON
PROGRAM: MAJOR DIZZY MURPHY, USAF
USAF GLOBAL STRIKE COMMAND

USAF Global Strike Command Presentation and Guest Speaker
Major Dizzy Murphy, USAF, Deputy Director of Staff,
Global Strike command (AFGSC), Barksdale Air Force
Base, La., will discuss mission implementation, as well as
current activities of the Air Force’s newest command. The
mission of AFGSC is to “develop and provide combat-ready
forces for nuclear deterrence and global strike operationssafe, secure, effective-to support the President of the United
States and Combat Commanders.”

“American airmen with special trust and responsibility for
the most powerful weapons in our nation’s arsenal.”
AFGSC recently participated in Operation Odyssey Dawn,
the operation charged with enforcing the no fly zone over
Libya. AFGSC bombers “employed 45 guided Joint Direct Attack Munitions, each weighing 2000 pounds against
hardened aircraft shelters in Libya.”

Activated in August 2009, the Command has responsibility
for the nation’s three intercontinental ballistic missile wings, WNC MOAA extends its appreciation to the AFGSC for
the two B-52 wings, and the only B-2 wing. According to
funding Major Murphy’s appearance.
the command’s website, the command is staffed with

Menu
Breast of almond chicken, lemon cream
Shrimp Creole-style
Sugar snap peas
Wild rice and almond pilaf
Creamed spinach
Mexican bean salad
Broccoli raisin and almond salad
Greek pasta salad
Assorted deserts

MOAA Membership Eligibility Requirements
You DO NOT have to be retired to join MOAA!!
ALL active duty, retired, National Guard, Reserve, former commissioned officers, and warrant officer of the uniformed services—Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, Coast
Guard, Public Health Service, and National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration—are
eligible for membership
MOAA counts among its members 6 out of 190 retired officers; 59,000 active duty officers;
and more than 58,000 active or retired Guard and Reserve officers.
Auxiliary membership is also available for surviving spouses of deceased officers
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WNC MOAA Calendar of Events
May 11: VA Hospital CLC Kat Spencer Memorial Breakfast 7AM
May 13-16: McDowell County Salute to Veterans, AVTT.org, click events tab for Marion. For info call Bob Smith
May 13-14: NC Council of Chapters meeting, Ft Fisher, Kure Beach, NC
May 18: Black Mountain Satellite Meeting, 11:30AM Christmount, Black Mountain; program will be Carlos Showers,
Black Mountain Alderman. His topic will be "What's Happening in Black Mountain and the Surrounding Areas" . Call
Bill Creed for any questions. Reservations necessary, $10 per person, guests welcome.
May 21: WNC Chapter quarterly general meeting, Hendersonville Country Club 11AM social hour, program will be
representative from Air Force Global Strike Command (see page 6 for more information).
August 10: VA CLC Breakfast
Aug 19: WNC Chapter quarterly general meeting (Annual Meeting and Election of Officers), informal cook out at
HCC on patio, more details provided later.
Nov 5: WNC chapter General Meeting (Note change from regular third Sat date, rescheduled to not be in conflict with
Thanksgiving)
Nov 9: VA CLC Breakfast

Chapter Dues

WNC MOAA Financial Summary
1 Jan-31 Mar 2011
Dues are past due if unpaid. Our bylaws state that dues are due As of 1/1/11 checking balance $12,135.58
and payable Jan 1 and are considered delinquent 60 days later.
Due to an error at the printers the last issue of the newsletter did
not contain the member’s dues status. It should be corrected
this issue. The date above your address indicates your dues
paid through, if it says 2010 your dues are now due ($20 for
regular member including spouse, $5 for auxiliary (surviving
spouse)). Any number higher means you are good to go until
next year or later (our current record holder is paid through
2019!). Thank you!

Total deposits

$4,145.00

Total debits

$6,025.24

As of 31/3/11 checking balance $10,229.59
JROTC Savings Bond Award Account: $350
JROTC Scholarship Account: $611.89

Dues Renewal
Name:_______________________________ Rank:_____ Service:______ Spouse:________________
Member and Spouse $20, Auxiliary (surviving Spouse) $5 Check payable to:
I would also like to contribute $________ to the program below:
_______ ABCCM Veteran’s Restoration Quarters
_______ Sponsor a JROTC Savings Bond ($100 bond full cost $50)
_______ Cyrus E. Anderson JROTC Scholarship
_______ General operating fund
_______Quarterly VA Hospital Community Living Center Breakfast in Honor of Col Kat Spencer
_______ Other
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THE WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA
CHAPTER
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ASSOCIATION
OF
AMERICA, Inc.
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P. O. Box 1984
Hendersonville NC 28793
EditorMountainNews@WNC-MOAA.org

General Chapter Meeting Registration Form
Clip or Copy and Mail To:
WNC MOAA
P. O. Box 1984
Hendersonville, NC 28793
DEADLINE: Payment must be received NLT: Tuesday, May 17, 2011
Make Checks payable to: WNC MOAA
I/We plan on attending the WNC MOAA General Chapter Meeting on May 21, 2011
NAME:__________________________________________
Phone #: ___________________________
Enclosed is my check for ____ meal (s) At $18.50 per person.
I plan on bringing a guest: Y/N: If Yes: Name: ______________________
This is the 1st WNC MOAA event attended: Y/N
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