
President’s Remarks 
by Mike Covell 

As we begin a new year I want you to reflect on the accomplishments of the 

past year.   

 We prepared and served a meal each month for residents 

of the Veterans Restoration Quarters. 

 We presented a medal of achievement to a deserving 

member of each of the 17 JROTC units that we sponsor. 

 We participated in “We Honor Veterans” ceremonies. By 

the end of 2018 we had participated in 400 of these ceremonies in 

conjunction with Four Seasons Hospice. 

 We were awarded the5 Star MOAA Level of Excellence

Award for 2017.  

Membership Meetings 

February 16 

May 17: State-wide MOAA 
Council Meeting - Evening 

Banquet 

August 17 

November 16 

Sign in between 1100 and 1200   

Meeting begins  promptly at noon 

Speaker for Feb 16 

SEE FLYER ENCLOSED 

2018 CASH FLOW 

BOY   $14,018.62 

INCOME  $ 7,573..89 

EXPENSES $7,048.01 

EOY  14,644.50 

WNC MOAA 
WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA CHAPTER OF THE MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 



 We were congratulated for 28 years of perfect attendance

at the VA Support Group meet 

 We welcomed home Blue Ridge Honor Flight participants

at the Asheville Regional Airport. 

 We donated funds for various programs at the VA

Hospital, VRQ, and JROTC units. 

 We donated and laid 225 wreaths on the graves at the 

Black Mountain Veteran’s Cemetery. 

 We attended and participated in Henderson County

Elementary School Veterans Day celebrations. 

We begin this year with many opportunities to serve our veteran 

communities throughout Western North Carolina.   This quarter’s meeting 

will be an update of what National MOAA’s plans are for the coming year to 

give us focus on what to tackle in this year.   Next quarter we will sponsor 

the North Carolina Council of Chapters Quarterly meeting.  We will have a 

banquet at the Hendersonville Country Club on Friday evening May 17.  

More members means more service and remember “We Never Stop 

Serving”. 

Mike 

Legislative Update   
North Carolina Senator Thom Tillis has introduced and passes 

several joint bills that affect service members: 

Tillis & Klobuchar Bipartisan Legislation to Help Veterans 

Exposed to Toxic Burn Pits Signed Into Law   

 Tillis-Warren bipartisan legislation protecting veterans from 

predatory home lending signed into law 

Tillis Secures Upgrades To North Carolina Military Installations, 

Important Policy Improvements for Servicemembers and Military 

Families in NDAA      

Tillis Bipartisan Legislation to Help Veterans Applying for 

Commercial Driver’s Licenses Becomes Law 

Tillis Bipartisan Legislation Holding VA Executives Accountable 

Signed Into Law 

Tillis & Warren Successfully Urge IRS to Protect Lower-Income 

Military Retirees from Losing Retirement Benefits 

Member News 

COFFEE NEEDED! 

If attending the luncheon, please 

bring a 1 pound can of ground 

coffee for the VA Hospital 

visitors.  

If not done already, this is 

the time to pay your 2019 

membership dues, 

HAPPY VALENTINE’S 

DAY 
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Tillis Secures $53 Million for State Veterans Home Construction in North Carolina 

What’s Happening Out West? 

Smoky Mountains Outreach Foundation, hereinafter referred to as SMOF.  The purpose of the 

SMOF is to advocate for and provide support to recognized Junior Reserve Officer Training 

Corps (JROTC) programs in the western counties of North Carolina and to relevant military 

veteran service organizations and programs, 

o Currently SMOF supports: 

 

  JROTC programs at six WNC high schools – in 2018 SMOF provided 

$2,500 support. 

 “We Honor Veterans” program, and VET Smiles – cont. below. 

 Special Forces Association (SFA) Chapter 17 – in 2018 received $250 in 

SFA Chapter sponsorship. 

 

o In September 2018 SMOF initiated a pilot project called VET SMILES to support 

dental health for veterans who do not qualify for dental care within the 

parameters provided by the Veterans Administration. 

 

o 15 November 2018 VET Smiles/ECU Smiles for Veterans provided dental care to 

43 qualifying veterans at the Eastern Carolina University School of Dental 

Medicine’s Community Service Learning Center (ECU-CSLC) in Sylva. The veterans 

seen for this event served in WW II, Korea, Vietnam, Iraq and Afghanistan.  

 

o Because of the success of this event, ECU CSLC in Sylva wants to sponsor two 

more events like this in May and November (2019) and consider making this an 

annual event.   Coordination is underway with ECU main to determine how best 

to proceed, including a site visit to Greenville on 17 January 2019. 

 

o At present the VET SMILES pilot is limited to veterans living in Cherokee, Clay, 

Graham, Haywood, Jackson, Macon and Swain counties. 

 

o Based upon the merits of the ECU Smiles for Veterans pilot in Sylva, ECU has 

seven other clinics (one in Spruce Pine, NC) that may open opportunities for NC 

Serves Western to expand beyond the seven Western counties being served by 

the ECU SDM clinic in Sylva.  

 

o As of 16 January 2019, SMOF has been able to fund the dental services to two 

veterans in need and has started the third on 15 January.  Each individual was 

https://outreach.senate.gov/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=TTillis&crop=15459.26599228.7303084.7035742&report_id=&redirect=https%3a%2f%2fwww.tillis.senate.gov%2fpublic%2findex.cfm%2fpress-releases%3fID%3dA25434BE-3988-45E8-AB96-42FEDBC9493A&redir_log=523060790095612


selected to achieve specific results regarding costs per service to proceed with 

viable grant request data. 

Red – open    Yellow -  working  Green -  complete 



Get Involved 

There are many opportunities for you to serve the Western North Carolina 

community through WNC-MOAA.  Below is a list of some of those projects: 

1. Prepare and serve lunch to homeless veterans once a quarter at the Veterans Restoration 

Quarters (near the Asheville VA Hospital) on the 3
rd

 Wednesday of the month from 0930 

to 1230.  Contact Col Jeff Snyder, jsnyder243@aol.com, 828-684-2359 

 

2. Participate in “We Honor Veterans” pinning ceremonies as partners with Four Seasons 

Hospice.  These events are unscheduled, performed on your availability. For more 

information contact CAPT John Knapp, j.knapp4@att.net, 828-702-3317 

 

3. Present MOAA award to JROTC cadet at annual award ceremony.  Dates and location as 

determined by the high school.  You can select the school(s) of your choice.  For more 

information contact Col Jeff Snyder, jsnyder243@aol.com, 828-684-2359 

 

4. Provide support for family members of veterans using the Asheville VA Hospital. The 

duties vary depending on your time of availability.  For more information contact 

Marleen Varner, marnvarner@gmail.com, 828-274-4267. 

 

5. Join the Smoky Mountain Outreach Foundation which meets seven times a year at 

various locations in the western most counties of North Carolina.  Their outreach efforts 

are described in this newsletter.  For more information contact COL David McCracken, 

dem32415@aol.com, 828-550-5980. 

 

6. Support Blue Ridge Honor Flight. The Blue Ridge Honor Flight chapter is preparing to 

send another group of veterans to Washington, DC on Saturday, May 4th, 2019.  The local 

chapter, led by Jeff Miller, who co-founded the national Honor Flight network, has flown 

thousands of WWII, Korean War, and Vietnam War veterans to visit their memorials in 

Washington.  The upcoming May flight, consisting mostly of Vietnam veterans, will fly out of 

Asheville airport and into Baltimore Washington airport on Allegiant Air.  The flight will be 

a single-day trip, returning on the the evening of May 4th.  Interested MOAAA members can 

help in five ways.  First, by finding and encouraging war veterans to apply for the flight—

there is no cost for the veteran.  Second, by volunteering to serve as one of the “guardians” 

who will escort the veterans on this or future flights.  Third, by volunteering to be part of 

the “ground crew” to that launches and recovers the honor flight.  Fourth, by attending the 

welcome home arrival ceremony at Asheville airport on the evening of May 4th.  And fifth, 

and most important of all, by making a financial contribution to Blue Ridge Honor Flight to 

allow this great work to continue.  All the details are on the website at 

www.blueridgehonorflight.com or contact Rick Devereaux at rickdevereaux1@gmail.com. 

mailto:jsnyder243@aol.com
mailto:j.knapp4@att.net
mailto:jsnyder243@aol.com
mailto:marnvarner@gmail.com
mailto:dem32415@aol.com
http://www.blueridgehonorflight.com/
mailto:rickdevereaux1@gmail.com


Western North Carolina Chapter 

Please Join Us for a Luncheon 

GUEST SPEAKER: 
LTC Walter J. Smiley Jr., USA 

Member of MOAA’s Board of Directors 

Date: Saturday, February 16, 2019 

Place: Hendersonville Country Club 
1860 Hebron Rd. 

Hendersonville, NC 28739 

Social: 1100 hours 
Dining: 1200-1430 hours 

Menu: Beef burgundy with noodles, filet of flounder with tartar sauce 

Cost: $25 per person 

RSVP To: WNC-MOAA 
P.O. Box 1984 

Hendersonville, NC 28793 

Send check to WNC-MOAA or indicate that you will pay at door 
E-mail: urrutiar1@verizon.net

813-220-1436

RSVP Date: Tuesday, February 12, 2019 

Dress: Business casual 

*Please email or call the RSVPs listed above if you receive this notice late. We will
do our best to accommodate seating.

Membership Renewal Membership Renewal 

The easiest and fastest way to renew your membership is online. You may accomplish this in the few easy 

steps listed below. You may also complete the form on the following page.  
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1. Go to www.MOAA.org
2. Select Chapters & Councils (top of the page)
3. Click "Chapter Dues"
4. Click the blue button titled, "Join or Renew your chapter dues"
5. Complete the form and your dues are paid.

Annual Dues are Due and Payable Jan 1; past due March 1 

Chapter Membership RENEWAL: $30 Regular member and spouse; $10 Surviving Spouse 

Name: ______________________________ National MOAA#:___________________  

Rank: _____________ Service: _________ Spouse: ______________________________ 

Address:_______________________________________ 

City: _____________________________ ST:______________ Zip:_______________ 

Email: ____________________________________________ Phone:_______________ 

Donation:_____________ (All donations are to the chapter general fund) 

Enclosed are my dues for the year(s) ______________________________ 

Checks payable to WNC MOAA. Mail this form with payment to: 

WNC MOAA 

PO Box 1984  

Hendersonville NC 28793 

OR PAY ONLINE WITH CREDIT CARD 

GENERAL CHAPTER MEETING REGISTRATION AND RENEWAL FORM 

Meeting/Lunch REGISTRATION: Saturday, February 16, 11 am Check-in/Social; 

Lunch/Program DEADLINE: Payment must be received NLT: Tuesday, February 12, 2019. 

Make Checks payable to: WNC MOAA; Enclosed is my check for____meal (s) At $25 per 

person. 

I/We plan on attending the WNC MOAA General Chapter Meeting on Saturday, February 16, 

2019 

NAME:_____________________________________Guest:___________________________ 

Phone #:____________________________E-mail:___________________________________ 

This is the 1st WNC MOAA event attended: Y/N 




